
God’s Love Language 
 
Mark 12:28-31 

• Our theme for this year is pursuing love.  We are working to deepen our capacity for love for 
God and for others. 

• The reason is made plain by Jesus here—the most important commandment in the law is to 
love the LORD our God.  The second is to love our neighbor as ourselves.   

• These commands comprise the whole of the law and prophets.  All the commands God gives 
come back to loving him or loving our neighbor as ourselves.   

• So if we’re going to deal with God we’re going to have to learn to love. 
 

• As we go through the year we’ll spend time looking at loving God and loving our neighbor 
and go back and forth between the two. 
 

• But the question is—how do we love God?  What does that mean?  What does that look like? 

• For much of the world, love in general means a certain feeling—and so many feel that they 
love God because they feel a certain way about him. 

• And I don’t want to disparage that.  When this command says to love God with all our hearts, 
it means that we should feel something toward God—there should be sincere devotion to God 
that we feel.  We should care—and everything we say today has that as a background. 

• But the question is—what do people who care about God do?  How do we show that love?  
What is Jesus going for here? 

 

• There is a marriage book called The Five Love Languages by Gary Chapman.  The premise of the 
book is that in a marriage we can show love in ways that our mate doesn’t fully grasp.  So it is 
important to learn the “love language” of our mate—how they want us to communicate love. 

• He gives five love languages—words of affirmation, quality time, gifts, acts of service, physical 
touch—that are the ways we communicate and receive love.   

• One of the major problems in marriage is if I speak words of affirmation and you always give 
me gifts, it will be nice but it won’t satisfy my need for love.  We all speak a love language and 
pleasing our mate means learning how they understand love. 

• Now maybe you don’t go in for all that love language stuff—but at the very least, we can all 
agree that we must learn how to please people that we love—and that all the good intention in 
the world doesn’t replace that practical knowledge. 

• But this lesson is not about marriage—it’s about God.  A few weeks ago we studied about love 
for God—that we love in proportion to how we perceive our sin and forgiveness.  We know 
we’ve been forgiven, have a passion for God.  We want to love the way Jesus tells us to lov 
here.   

• So how do we communicate that love to God?  Wouldn’t it be tragic to sincerely love God yet 
continually anger him bc we didn’t pay attention to what he wanted?  Like a husband showing 
love by giving flowers to a wife who hates them and just wants quality time and a good 
conversation. 

• Want us to think for a few minutes this morning about God’s love language—what is it that 
God says we need to do to show love for him?   

 



• 1 Sam 15:18-21—God sent Saul to destroy the Amalekites.  Saul saved some of the spoil—he 
says to sacrifice to God.  Is that what God wants?  Is his priority that we offer him sacrifices—
give him gifts—offer him gestures? 

• 1 Sam 15:22-23—What pleases God?  What shows God that we love him?  Not burnt offerings 
and sacrifices—not gifts or the burning of flesh.  What shows God that we love him is obeying 
the voice of the LORD. 

• God’s love language is obedience. 

• To obey is better than sacrifice.  God is telling us what he wants from us.   

• V. 23—Rebellion is what we call it when we don’t obey.  That’s when we decide we know 
better than God.  This doesn’t communicate love to God.  It is the same as serving another god. 

• That is deeply offensive to God—a sign that we don’t love God at all.   

• You can see this deeply upsets and frustrates God—because the way we show God we love 
him is by obeying. 

 

• In fact, this is true when God rescues Israel from Egypt and takes them to be his people.  Look 
at the language he uses to describe that relationship in the ideal. 

• Exo 19:1-6—The condition on which God takes them to be his people is that they wil obey his 
voice and keep his covenant.  That’s how we are God’s people.  We are a treasured possession 
to God—a holy nation.  When Israel obeys his voice. 

• And remember that it is in this covenant, this dispensation, when God tells them what we 
started with—love the LORD your God with all your heart, soul, mind, strength.   

 

• Later on, God points to this as a point of commentary on the covenant statement and God’s 
expectations. 

• Jer 7:21-26—This is God’s statement to the Jewish mindset that the important thing was that 
certain things be done.  God’s gotta have his sacrifices.  It’s gotta be this way, don’t understand 
why, but better do it or else. 

• When what God has always wanted is a relationship where people are willing to obey him.  
Obey my voice and I will be your God. 

• Notice in particular that (v. 24) the people were not listening to God, but they still offered their 
sacrifices (v. 22).  This is what frustrated God.   

• God’s love language—the language of covenant—is obedience.   
 

• Gen 22:2-3, 10-12, 15-18—Abraham is willing to obey God about something very strange, very 
difficult.  Abraham is willing to offer his son at God’s word.   

• Guess what?  This pleases God.  “Now I know”(v. 12).  “because you have obeyed my voice”(v. 
18).   

• Now there was a lot that Abraham had done to show he loved God/feared God/obeyed God.  
He had believed him when it was hard.  He had left his family and lived as a pilgrim.  But 
when God spoke a hard command, a test occurred.  Did Abraham really love God?  Did he still 
love God?  There was only one way to answer yes—to obey. 

• This is the thing about obedience—it creates a bright line between whether we love God or 
don’t.  It’s no longer about reading our emotional state and guessing.  Do we do what God 
says? 

 

• Now all this OT background helps us to understand some of the pivotal NT passages about 
how love for God is manifested.  



• John 14:15—See the connection in Jesus’ words.  If you love, here’s how you show it.  Here’s 
what I’m looking for from you.   

• John 14:21-24—Notice how the relationship that Jesus wants with his disciples will hinge on 
this same dynamic.  It is the same essential commitment the Jews made in Exo 19.  I will obey 
your voice. 

• Now in this text it seems likely that these disciples may have felt that because they were so 
close to Jesus—since they knew him physically, personally—that perhaps they loved him but 
didn’t have to do what he said.  Jesus wants to correct that.  Love for him is about obedience to 
him.   

• v. 24—But the part of this that Jesus keeps pointing to is that obedience to him is obedience to 
the Father too. 

 

• Matt 21:28-32—Which of the two did the will of his father?  The one who actually did it.  Here 
God shows us a difference between saying and doing—between agreeing and obeying.   

• Jesus is showing us that if we want to please God we must actually obey him, even if we did 
not in the past.  Even if we have a reputation.  God is less concerned about being connected 
with scandalous people than he is about having followers who won’t follow. 

 

• Matt 7—And while we’re on the topic of doing the will of the Father,  

• Matt 7:21-27—It is not about saying “Lord, Lord”—claiming allegiance.  It is not about telling 
him what we’ve done in his name.  “I never knew you.” 

• It’s about doing the will of the Father. 

• It’s not about liking the preaching.  Both the wise and the foolish hear the message of Jesus.  
It’s about actually acting on it 

• These verses should chill us to the bone.  They remind us that good people—religious 
people—people who love God—might not please him or be acceptable to him.  That could be 
us.  That could be me.  What’s important here is that we must actually obey God—do the will of 
the Father.   

 

• James 1:22-25—Not hearers only.  God is not just looking for quality time with us.  He wants 
us to obey him.   

• So often I view these texts as transactional—if I do this, I get this.  If I want to be saved, I must 
obey.  But it is very different to me if I remember that this is about pleasing God.  If I want to 
make him happy, I need to follow his lead.  I need to obey him. 

 

• Heb 11:5-6—Enoch pleased God.  Without faith it’s impossible to please God.   

• Pleasing God means we must believe in him (“that he exists”) and that we must believe him 
(“that he rewards those who seek him”).   

• But what does that faith look like?  It looks like obedience.  How? 

• Heb 11:4, 7, 8, 17-19, 23-27, 32-38 

• Now that obedience looks different because there are different commands, different settings, 
different lives.  No one is called to the same thing as anyone else.  Noah is different from 
Rahab—Joseph from Samson. 

• But all of htem pleased God—they spoke God’s love language.  They communicated love for 
him by obedient faith. 

• For you and me, we’re in the same boat.  We have a unique set of circumstances, personalities, 
opportunities, relationships. 



• We have a uniform set of commands and expectations, yet a tremendous variety of settings in 
which to apply it. 

• Take a simple command like—Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such 
as is good for building up.  We all have this command from God, but in your work you will 
have different words, different dynamics, different chances to build up.  I will be able to speak 
words of encouragement or discouragement to my children in a way that is far different from 
you… 

• Or be kind, forgiving as God forgave.  Think of all the ways that plays out in a marriage—
slights to overcome, harsh words, fights to forget.  In a local church—harsh words, 
disagreements.  In a family-trying to heal, let go. 

 

• This year we’ll be talking about love—we must love God, we do love God. 
 

• Let’s show him by offering ourselves to do his will. 


