Where Are We And Where Are We Going?
The Church Of Christ Today
Ecclesiastes 1:9 That which has been is what will be, That which is done is what will be done, And there is nothing new under the sun.
2 Peter 2:1-3 But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. 2 And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed. 
I. Leaving The Authority Of The Scriptures

James 2:12 So speak and so do as those who will be judged by the law of liberty. 

1 Corinthians 11:2 Now I praise you, brethren, that you remember me in all things and keep the traditions just as I delivered them to you. 
Revelation 22:18-19 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.
2 Timothy 4:3-4 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.
"From its foundations the Church had gradually absorbed the best of life, the organizations, the institutions, the laws, the learning, and whatever else of good worth there was in the Roman empire. What the Church thus took to herself she transformed and sanctified, so though Roman in its source, it was Christian in its form, influence and tendencies. To the treasure of ancient civilization the Church joined the great and luminous truths of God's revelation."

(History Of The Church,  B.J. Spalding,  p. 379)
"There are two different interpretations of the church which inevitably came into conflict. There were those who believed the church should move on with the world and adapt the spirit of the New Testament to conditions that were ever changing. They held that when not forbidden by New Testament, they were free to adapt their program to changing needs. On the other hand, there were those who believed the pattern of the church was fixed for all time, and the fact that certain things were not sanctioned was sufficient ground for rejecting them."

(The Disciples In Kentucky, A.W. Forutnes, pp. 364-365)
“Traditionally, we have concluded that in order for a doctrine or practice to be accepted in a local congregation, there must be some Scripture that authorizes its belief or use.

“However, the pattern approach has some distinct disadvantages and sever major liabilities. These will be discussed in the next issue, along with an alternative approach to establishing biblical authority.

(Kregg Hood, Image Magazine, May 1990)
"We feel the refreshing winds of change blowing through our churches as well. In many places the change comes toward us so rapidly it threatens to overwhelm us. We should not be surprised. We bow before a God of change!"

" Our churches are filled with adults whose parents "back home" do not understand the changes sweeping through the church. One generation negotiates the process of change with another. Such negotiation is not always easy or painless."

(The Crisis Of Change, Larry James, p.5, p. 27, Image, Vol.6-No.2)
"The nineties will be full of churches that will be for renewal. They will be characterized by a rejection of outmoded traditions and attitudes."

"And when it comes to rural versus urban, there is a completely different mind set. These values, according to Tillapaugh, of rural and urban people are distinctively contrasted in the following areas: status quo versus change, sameness versus diversity."

(Where Will We Be?, Milton Jones, Image, p.19, p.31-32, Vol.6-No.2)
II. The Rise Of Entertainment In The Chruch

Matthew 21:12-13 Then Jesus went into the temple of God and drove out all those who bought and sold in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who sold doves. 13 And He said to them, "It is written, 'My house shall be called a house of prayer,' but you have made it a 'den of thieves.'"

1 Corinthians 3:16-17  Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 17 If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are.
“The Christian Church emphasizes society and the physical man by appealing to the carnal nature, with church carnivals, bands, plays, choruses, dramatics, church kitchens, church camps, and elaborate fellowship halls; the church of Christ does not. (1 Cor. 10:7; Rom.14:17; 1 Cor.11:22, 34)”

(Why I Left the Christian Church, Floyd A. Decker, 1944)
III. The Death Of Some Local Congregations

Revelation 3:1-2 "And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, 'These things says He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars: "I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead.  2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die, for I have not found your works perfect before God.
Revelation 3:15-17 "I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot.  16 So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.  17 Because you say, 'I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing' — and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked,
2 Corinthians 9:6 But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.

IV. The Growth Of Some Congregations And The Spread Of The Kingdom
1 Thessalonians 1:8 For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that we do not need to say anything.

Acts 11:21 And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number believed and turned to the Lord.

Acts 12:24 But the word of God grew and multiplied. 

Acts 19:20 So the word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed

1 Corinthians 3:6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase.
Acts 16:5 So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and increased in number daily. 

