The Shaping Of Our Life-Part 2
False Influences

I. Theological Predestination

“nothing takes place by chance”  

 (John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, vol. 1, ch. 16, p.203)

Ecclesiastes 9:11 I returned and saw under the sun that — The race is not to the swift, Nor the battle to the strong, Nor bread to the wise, Nor riches to men of understanding, Nor favor to men of skill; But time and chance happen to them all. 

“We call predestination God’s eternal decree, by which he compacted with himself what he willed to become of each man.” 

(John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, vol. 2, ch.21, p.926)

“those whom God passes over, he condemns; and this he does for no other reason than he wills to exclude them from the inheritance which he predestines for his own children.” 
(John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, vol. 2, ch.23, p.947)

Romans 8:29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

Ephesians 1:4-6 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved. 

Romans 2:11 For there is no partiality with God. 
Matthew 26:34 Jesus said to him, "Assuredly, I say to you that this night, before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times."
“nothing is more absurd than that anything should happen without God’s ordaining it” (John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, vol. 1, ch. 16, p. 208)

“Yet, unless he willed it, we would not do it.”

(John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, vol. 1, ch. 17, p. 217)

Joshua 24:15 And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD." 

II. Astrological Predestination

Isaiah 47:13 You are wearied in the multitude of your counsels; Let now the astrologers, the stargazers, And the monthly prognosticators Stand up and save you 

From what shall come upon you.

Ezekiel 21:21 For the king of Babylon stands at the parting of the road, at the fork of the two roads, to use divination: he shakes the arrows, he consults the images, he looks at the liver.
Jeremiah 10:2 Thus says the LORD: "Do not learn the way of the Gentiles;

Do not be dismayed at the signs of heaven, For the Gentiles are dismayed at them.

Jeremiah 10:5 They are upright, like a palm tree, And they cannot speak; They must be carried, Because they cannot go by themselves. Do not be afraid of them, For they cannot do evil, Nor can they do any good."

III. Genetic Predestination

Jeremiah 13:23 Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard its spots? Then may you also do good who are accustomed to do evil. 

Matthew 6:27 Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?  
“variations in the genetic makeup of alcoholics may affect how much they drink, a new study suggests.”  (Randy Dotinga, The Washington Post)
“There is a growing body of scientific evidence that alcoholism has a genetic component, but the actual gene that may cause it has yet to be identified.”

“”I am 99.5% sure that homosexuality is genetic.”

(Jeffrey Satinover, MD, The Gay Gene?)
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. 

Acts 17:30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent,

