The Heavenly Citizen

How you become a US citizen.  Included in that is a test where you memorize this stack of facts.  That doesn’t change who you are.  That doesn’t give you an appreciation  for this country.  It should be, to become a citizen you have to change who you are.  You have to BECOME a citizen, take on the characteristics of a citizen.  Whether it is learning English or whatever, you should be different than what you were when you were a citizen of somewhere else.

That’s the way it is when we become heavenly citizens.  We cannot simply memorize the facts, we must become a Christian by taking on the characteristics that a Christian should have.  By becoming “Christ-like.” 

Psalm 15
LORD, who may abide in Your tabernacle?  
--Hebrews 9:11-15; Revelation 21:1-5; 








Philippians 3:17-21

Who may dwell in Your holy hill?
--Hebrews 12:22-24; Ephesians 2:19-22

Heavenly kingdom language.  Who is a citizen of that kingdom now?  And who will make it to heaven?
Matthew 5:3—Humbling ourselves enough to become the kind of person he would have us to be, instead of the kind of person we want to be.  Humbling ourselves that He might “exalt us in due time.”
1 Peter 5:5-6 “God resists the proud,
But gives grace to the humble."   

6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time.”
2 He who walks uprightly, (the way we live)      


-Matthew 5:16 
And works righteousness,  (the things we do)     


-Matthew 5:6 

And speaks the truth in his heart; (the things we think) 

-Matthew 5:8
Begins with Action!

Christianity is an ACTIVE, WORKING religion.  Not a “works-based” salvation, but a “works producing” faith.  As heavenly citizens we should be Workers for the Lord.  And working as God would have us to, not as we want to:  
Matthew 7:15-23
(15-20) By my fruits you know my intents.  By my fruits you know the kind of person I am.  By my fruits I will be judged.  You can’t have true faith, that is “Godly Faith” without works.  You might have belief, and in that way have “faith.”  But real faith includes action.  Who we are is manifested by what we do.
(20-23)  

Boy in class—“You don’t know me”—I know what you do.  If that’s not you, then you need to change the way you act.  You need to do something different.  Because that IS you, your acts are a manifestation of who you are.  If you don’t 
You can’t see it, but God knows I have faith.  Really, and how do you show him your faith?  Is it complete faith? 
James 2:17-24—Application:  What are you doing???  What are you doing for the Lord?  Where are you working?  Point to it.  You say you have faith, show me!  Show God!  Are you working in his kingdom, or are you one of little faith.  Showing up at the worship services isn’t enough!  Working at home:  Prayer, Study, Bringing others to Christ, Preparation for the services, Visiting, Helping brethren in need.  You’re here and that’s good…but are you doing anything else?   
The Heavenly Citizen of Mount Zion
Thomas Jefferson called this psalm the “picture of a true gentleman.”  While that’s true, what it really is is the “picture of a true Christian.”  This is how we should be and act to maintain a right relationship with God.
3 He who does not backbite with his tongue, 




Nor does evil to his neighbor,






Nor does he take up a reproach against his friend; 

Christianity is an INTERPERSONAL religion.  It is based on relationships.  A covenant relationship with God.  A brotherly relationship with fellow Christians.  A neighborly relationship with all mankind.  As heavenly citizens we should be interested in developing relationships that can save our soul and the souls of others.
Backbiting=Speaking bad about someone behind their back.  Seeking something bad to say about someone.  The word literally means to spy or explore.  You’re finding something to say about someone. 

Psalm 101:5—It’s done in secret.  On the face, you’re friendly or even “friends” with this person, but behind their back you’re doing everything you can to undermine them.
What’s our relationship like with other people?  What’s our relationship at work, at school or in the church?  Am I known as the person who is willing to do anything to help anybody?  Or, Am I known as the person who is a nice, but not really there to help?  Or am I known as the person who doesn’t mind stepping on the needs of others if they differ from my own or if I need to to get ahead?
Romans 12:14-18

Taking up a reproach=readily giving credit to it.  The reproach did not originate with me, as with the other two, but I cheerfully “take it up” and make it my own.  I believe it and give credence to it to others.

1 Corinthians 13:7
Summed up in Matthew as being a peacemaker.  Someone who is willing to do what’s right by others rather than thinking of themselves.  

1 Corinthians 12:26
Philippians 2:1-4
4 In whose eyes a vile person is despised,


But he honors those who fear the LORD;




He who swears to his own hurt and does not change;

Christianity is a JUST, HONORABLE, and TRUTHFUL religion.
We know that we have a love for all men, that we must love the sinner and hate the sin, but that’s not really the point of the passage.

We don’t like sin, we don’t want to be around sin and though we should try to have an influence on this person—the sin that they are in sickens us.

I’m trying to eat better.  But I still would love to eat a big old Jucy’s hamburger and a large coke everyday.  And I think that’s the way we think about sin sometimes.  

It can’t be that way with sin.  We can’t desire it.  We can’t look at it longingly.  We can’t want it but not have it.  We might as well dive in, because desiring that sin, not despising it, is just as bad as doing it.  The earthly consequences may not be as severe, but the heavenly ones are no different whether we desire it and do it or desire it and don’t do it.

“But he honors those…”  Who do we honor?  Position, wealth, talent and ability, looks, personality?  Spiritual strength, bible knowledge, and fire for the Lord?  Who would you rather be like?  The spiritual leaders of the church or the worldly leaders of state and business?  

--1 Corinthans 13:6—“does not rejoice in iniquity but rejoices in the truth.”  Could be:  “Doesn’t honor one who commits iniquity but honors one who does the truth.”
We need to make sure that we have the right criteria for honor—or else we may just honor the vile person and despise those who fear the Lord.

NIV:  “who keeps his oath, even when it hurts”  We are not at liberty to back out of an agreement just because it isn’t what we expected, we no longer want to, or it isn’t going to work to our advantage like we originally thought.  We are people of honor, when we say we’re going to do something, when we make a commitment, we fulfill it if physically possible.
--Matthew 5:33-37—the idea is, we don’t have to swear by anything because if we say we’re going to do something we’re going to do it!
Our society has an attitude that breaking one’s word is no big deal.  School we’re told to get everything in writing because they’ll try and make you take more classes if you’ll let them get away with it.  The sad thing is, we look at it as the person being foolish for trusting their word—because they are.

That same mindset is sneaking into the church.  That it is okay to back out at the last minute.  That it is okay to change our minds.  That it is okay as long as we’re tired, or stressed, or preoccupied, or have something more important to do.  We may forget from time to time, but we better make sure we do all we can to make it right when we’re reminded instead of, “Oh yeah, I forgot about that.”
A Christian is a person of honor, justice, and truthfulness.  And if we’re lacking in those areas, we’re lacking in our relationship with God.
5 He who does not put out his money at usury,



Nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 
Christianity is a SPIRITUAL religion.  Not focused on worldly, material things.  Not looking to “make a buck.”  But, as Matthew 6 tells us, laying up for ourselves treasure in heaven.
Usury is interest.  But not just a good investment, we “use” someone else to make money.  We are looking to make more than we’re rightfully owe.  Webster—“a premium or compensation to be paid for the use of money borrowed beyond the rate of interest established by law.” 
Some people might look at this and say, “Well is it okay to take a bribe against the guilty?”  That’s the attitude our society has.  Where’s the loophole to getting rich.  Of course, if we’re who we should be we’re not going to take a bribe against anyone.  

--The point is the same:  We aren’t desiring riches.
1 Timothy 6:6-10—There are many Christians who desire to be rich.  Who are looking for a pie in the sky, get rich quick way to make more than we’re owe.  Why?  We are told to be content with our daily necessities, and we’re told the Lord will provide those things…but many Christians fall into the trap that our culture has laid for us that we have to reach a certain level of material wealth in order to be happy.  

I’m not saying that it’s wrong to make good money, but we have to do so by working hardily unto the Lord and being good stewards of what God has given us. Not by searching for some short-cut, can’t miss, scheme to cheat someone into making us rich.  And make no mistake, whether it is gambling or insider trading, we’re cheating someone. 
Luke 6:24—Woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.  
He who does these things shall never be moved. 


--Matthew 7:24-25
Why?  Because we’re founded on Christ.  We are like Him.  And He is on our side.

We can come to mnt Zion and dwell there, because as we are told in Hebrews 12, we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken.
