The Fruit Of The Spirit
Love

Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.
I. The Importance Of Love In The Life Of A Christian

Matthew 22:37-40 Jesus said to him, "'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.'   38 This is the first and great commandment.  39 And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'   40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets."
Colossians 3:14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.

1 Corinthians 13:13 And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 
II. Defining Love

1 Corinthians 13:4-8 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never fails.
1 Corinthians 13:4- Love suffers long

Galatians 5:22-The fruit of the spirit is longsuffering
1 Corinthians 13:4-and is kind;

Galatians 5:22-The fruit of the spirit is kindness
1 Corinthians 13:4-love does not envy;

Galatians 5:19-21-Now the works of the flesh are…envy
1 Corinthians 13:4-love does not parade itself, is not puffed up;

Galatians 5:19-21-Now the works of the flesh are…selfish ambition

1 Corinthians 13:5 does not behave rudely,

Galatians 5:19-21-Now the works of the flesh are…hatred, contentions.
1 Corinthians 13:5-does not seek its own

 Galatians 5:19-21-Now the works of the flesh are…selfish ambition

1 Corinthians 13:5-is not provoked,

Galatians 5:19-21-Now the works of the flesh are…outbursts of wrath

1 Corinthians 13:5-thinks no evil; 

Galatians 5:19-21-Now the works of the flesh are…hatred, jealousy, envy
1 Corinthians 13:6- does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 

Galatians 5:19-21-Now the works of the flesh are…dissensions, heresies

1 Corinthians 13:7-8 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.8 Love never fails.

Galatians 5:22-Now the fruit of the Spirit is…faithfulness
III. Loving God Whom We Have Not Seen

1 Peter 1:8 whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,
1 John 4:19 We love Him because He first loved us. 

1 John 4:16 And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him. 
1 John 3:16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.
Luke 7:47 Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little." 
1 John 2:5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him.
III. Loving The Brethren Whom We Do See
1 John 4:12 No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us.
1 John 4:20 If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 
1 John 5:1-2 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments.
1 John 3:17-18 But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? 18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.
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