Studies On The Church-Part 7
The History Of Centralized Authority In The Church
I. Centralized Authority In The History Of Israel 

Judges 8:23 But Gideon said to them, "I will not rule over you, nor shall my son rule over you; the LORD shall rule over you." 

1 Samuel 8:5-8  and said to him, "Look, you are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now make us a king to judge us like all the nations." 6 But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, "Give us a king to judge us." So Samuel prayed to the LORD. 7 And the LORD said to Samuel, "Heed the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them. 
1 Samuel 12:12 And when you saw that Nahash king of the Ammonites came against you, you said to me, 'No, but a king shall reign over us,' when the LORD your God was your king.
2 Kings 21:11-12 "Because Manasseh king of Judah has done these abominations (he has acted more wickedly than all the Amorites who were before him, and has also made Judah sin with his idols), 
II. The Work Of The Church Under The Oversight Of The Elders
Ephesians 3:10-11 to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places,  11 according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord,

1 Timothy 3:15 but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.
Ephesians 4:12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,

1 Thessalonians 1:1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
1 Thessalonians 1:8 For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place.
1 Timothy 5:16 If any believing man or woman has widows, let them relieve them, and do not let the church be burdened, that it may relieve those who are really widows.
Acts 14:23 So when they had appointed elders in every church, and prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed.

1 Peter 5:2-3  Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; 3 nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock;
1 Timothy 5:17 Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in the word and doctrine.
Acts 11:29-30 Then the disciples, each according to his ability, determined to send relief to the brethren dwelling in Judea. 30 This they also did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.
III. Centralized Oversight In The Early Church

Acts 20:29-30  For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves.

“The societies which were instituted in the cities of the Roman empire were united only by the ties of faith and charity. Independence and equality formed the basis of their internal constitution.
(Gibbons, The Decline And Fall Of The Roman Empire, p.170)

“The public functions of religion were solely intrusted to the established ministers of the church, the bishops and the presbyters; two appellations which in their first origin, appear to have distinguished the same office and the same order of persons,…the espiscopal presbyters guided each infant congregation with equal authority and with united counsels.”

(Gibbons, The Decline And Fall Of The Roman Empire, p.170)

“But the most perfect equality of freedom requires the directing hand of a superior magistrate: and the order of public deliberations soon introduces the office of a president, invested at least with the authority of collecting the sentiments, and of executing the resolutions of the assembly.”

“It was under these circumstances that the lofty title of Bishop began to raise itself above the humble appellation of Presbyter;”

 (Gibbons, The Decline And Fall Of The Roman Empire, pp.170-171)

“Nobody must do anything that has to do with the church without the bishop’s approval…whatever he approves pleases God as well. In that way everything you do will be on the safe side and valid.”

(Ignatius, 110 A.D.)
“Towards the end of the second century, the churches of Greece and Asia adopted the useful institutions of provincial synods,….As the legislatives authority of the particular churches was insensibly superseded by the use of councils, the bishops obtained by their alliance a much larger share of executive and arbitrary Power”

(Gibbons, The Decline And Fall Of The Roman Empire, p. 172)

“The same causes which at first had destroyed the equality of the presbyters introduced among the bishops a pre-eminence of rank, and from thence a superiority of jurisdiction…..the office of perpetual presidents in the councils of each province was conferred on the bishops of the principal city; and these aspiring prelates, who soon acquired the lofty titles of Metropolitans and Primates, secretly prepared themselves to usurp over their Episcopal brethren the same authority which the bishops had so lately assumed above the college of presbyters.
(Gibbons, The Decline And Fall Of The Roman Empire, p. 173)

“Nor was it long before an emulation of pre-eminence and power prevailed among the Metropolitans themselves….it was easy to foresee that Rome must enjoy the respect, and would soon claim the obedience, of the provinces.

(Gibbons, The Decline And Fall Of The Roman Empire, p. 173)

“If one deserts the chair of Peter upon whom the church was built, has he still confidence that he is in the church.”

(Cyprian of Carthage, 258 A.D.)
IV. Centralized Institutionalism In 1906 
Institution-A corporate body or establishment instituted and organized for public use.

Institutionalism-The spirit that exalts established institutions, especially in religion opposed to individualism.

(Britannica Dictionary, vol. 1, p.693)
“Every Christian, who understands the nature and design, the excellence and glory, of the institution called the church of Jesus Christ will lament to see its glory transferred to a human corporation. The church is robbed of its character by every institution, merely human, that would ape its excellence, and substitute itself in its place.”

(Alexander Campbell, Christian Baptist, Vol. 2, 1824, p. 97)

“These schools” resulted in cursing the brotherhood with a swarm of renovating preachers.” “These preachers introduced higher-criticism, church-federations, and power-centralizing into the church.”

(Daniel Sommer, 1891)
“All meetings of churches or officers of churches to combine more power than a single church possesses are wrong. God’s power is in God’s churches. …But for one or more to direct what and how all the churches shall work, or take charge of their men and money and use it, is to  assume the authority God has given to each church.

(David Lipscomb, Gospel Advocate, 1890, p.295)

“How to do what is now called “mission work” is taught as clearly and plainly in the New Testament as anything God ever commanded. The church sent out preachers, supported them and received their report.”

(E. A. Elam, Gospel Advocate, July 14, 1921)

“The 94th Annual State Convention of Christian Churches was held in Traverse City, May 18-20, with a total registration of 621. The most important action of the convention was the adoption of a new constitution which transformed the Michigan Christian Missionary Society into the Michigan Association of Christian churches (Disciples of Christ) and transformed the state convention which formerly was a mass meeting, into a delegate convention with voting privileges restricted to official delegates.”
(Weekly Bulletin of the Owosso Christian Church, 1964)

V. Centralization And Institutionalism In The Church Today
Romans 15:26 For it pleased those from Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor among the saints who are in Jerusalem.
2 Corinthians 8:13-14 For I do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened; 14 but by an equality, that now at this time your abundance may supply their lack, that their abundance also may supply your lack — that there may be equality.
2 Corinthians 8:19 and not only that, but who was also chosen by the churches to travel with us with this gift, which is administered by us to the glory of the Lord Himself and to show your ready mind,
“A brotherhood paper, or school, or orphanage, or a brotherhood anything else will prove itself to be a dictator and usurper of the Church of Christ, and an octopus that grips the interest and life out of the church.”

C.M. Pullias, Tidings of Joy, 1919 p.1)

“There is not the slightest intimation in the New Testament of any organization for any purpose whatever other than the local congregations, which were independent of each other.”

(F.W. Smith, Gospel Advocate, 1920, p.717)

“Keep the school out of the church, in the realm of secular institutions, where it belongs.” 

(Foy E. Wallace Jr. Firm Foundation, August, 1922. p.4)
“I have never published, or approved without publication, the assumption of elders of one church sending out a man to induce the members of other churches to direct their means from their own church treasury, and to take it from the direction of their own elders and place it under the elders of one church…All such concentration of power is destructive of the activity and the liberties of the church. It tends to exalt the elders of one church and degrade and dishonor those of the other.”

(David Lipscomb, Gospel Advocate, December 3, 1931)

“The agent system of collecting fund from many churches, even if it is done under some eldership without authority, ties churches together and has a tendency to destroy the independence of the local church….The greatest objection to the whole scheme is that it is not in the New Testament.”

(F.B. Srygley, Gospel Advocate, November 1, 1934)

“Institutions are inclined to assume power as they grow and, consciously or unconsciously, to control preachers and churches.”

“Churches in the future may become what the schools have in their power to make them.”

(Foy E. Wallace Jr., Gospel Advocate, 1937, p.170)
“The Orphans home and the Christian school must stand or fall together.”

(Batsell Barrett Baxter, Question and Issues of The Day, p.29)
“There is a trend toward centralization whether we admit it or not.”

(Jewell Norman, 1970)
“As goes Abilene so goes the Church”

(This was a saying often quoted in my church history classes at Harding University, WBF)

“Spread within and without the local churches today, a mass of other organizations interwoven within the framework of the church is manifest. It forms an umbrella round about the church, hovering over it. It is the “para-church,” foreign to the Bible, but well known to all the 20th century.  “Missions organizations, benevolence groups, medical units and edification-growth businesses are springing  up outside the framework of the local churches but vying for funding of the churches.”

(Roy H. Lanier, Gospel Advocate, March 1989)
Isaiah 9:7 Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.[image: image1.png]



