Our Straying Brothers and Sisters
Go through an old directory.  Wayne did when he talked about the “man who will come after me”…but for a different reason.  Look at those who aren’t a part of this local congregation anymore.  Some died, some moved, some left to help with another congregation…but a staggering number just fell away.  It’s sobering to look at.  So many who once walked in righteousness who now refuse.  Think of your family.  Your friends.  Your loved ones.  How many could this be said about?  We’re lost so many of our own…and we should be fighting to get them back.

Luke 15:4-7

I.  Examine Ourselves (Am I Straying?)

Any action we take toward others should begin with self-examination.  We should always begin by making sure we are right with God—because it is only then that we can hope to help anyone else.

1 Corinthians 10:12-13  In the context here Paul is telling the Corinthian brethren about how the Israelites all went through the same experiences as they left the land of Egypt.  Yet he says in verse 5 that “with most of them God was not well pleased, for their bodies were scattered in the wilderness.”  I take this to clearly mean that though they were all saved from the land of Egypt, most were not willing to follow God once they were free, as we see recorded in the book of Exodus.  Paul then uses this Old Testament example to draw a comparison to our Christians lives.  
He is saying that we need to not become too confident in our spiritual condition, like the Israelites became, least we believe that we can do anything (like the many sins listed about the Israelites) and be alright in God’s eyes.  He follows this up with an admonition to resist temptation because God will not put anything in front of us that is too much for us to bear.  However, though God will provide a way of escape, we can choose not to take it.
2 Corinthians 13:5-6  “Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you? — unless indeed you are disqualified.”

1 Corinthians 9:27  “But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.”

Just before the previous passage, the apostle Paul spoke of his own “race” of Christianity.  He is saying that he disciplines his body, much like an athlete, so that he does not become “disqualified.”  I take this to mean that Paul, as great a man and follower of Christ as he was, understood the possibility that he could be lost if he decided to turn from the right way, and return to his life of sin in opposition to Christ.

And that’s exactly what a straying brother is…

II.  A Straying Brother is LOST!
Nothing will separate us from the love of God through Christ Jesus, that we can have boldness in the Day of Judgment—that our salvation cannot be taken from us by principalities or powers or anything when we have Christ…But there is a difference between our salvation being TAKEN from us and us GIVING it away!

Some are entangled in their past…Galatians 5:1-4  

In this passage Paul was writing to a group of Jewish Christians who were telling their Gentile brethren that they needed to be circumcised in order to be Christians.  They were returning to this and many other practices specific to the Mosaic Law.  It is this Mosaic Law to which Paul is referring when he speaks of becoming “entangled again with a yoke of bondage.”  By returning to the Old Law instead of following the commandments of the New Law (or law of liberty), they had become “estranged from Christ” and “fallen from grace.”  I can only take this to mean that their failed attempt to be saved under the Law of Moses had led to them being lost.   
Some lose heart…Galatians 6:7-10  


This passage reiterates the point.  If we will reap if “we do not lose heart,” what happens if we do lose heart?  I think the obvious answer is that we will not reap!  Reap what?  “He who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.”  
Some are deceived…1 Timothy 4:1-4 


The key phrase in this passage, at least for what we’re studying, is “depart from the faith.”  What does that mean?  It seems to clearly say that they were in the faith, they were in a right relationship with God, and then they chose to leave or depart.

What is God’s attitude toward these people?

2 Peter 2:20-22  This scripture does not paint a pretty picture, but it does show how serious an issue this really is.  This is something that is repulsive to God, and thus we need to make very sure that we do not overestimate our relationship with Him.  We need to “take heed lest we fall.”  --Make sure we don’t practice “Once Saved-Always Saved” even while we preach about it!
Hebrews 10:26-27  What a terrible fate.  What a terrible future.  Of the ones that we love.  What kind of a life is that?  --Waiting on Daddy to come home…you might try to forget about it…but you knew it was coming.  That’s the way I think some are…
III.  What Are We Trying to Accomplish?

Luke 15:17-23—NIV—Came to his senses…

Many times THEY KNOW the truth.  But they’ll do anything they can to NOT THINK about it!

James 5:19-20  “Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns him back, 20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.”
This passage is saying what an awesome deed it is to take someone who was once a Christian and has “wandered from the truth” and restore them once again to Christ.  What an awesome accomplishment it is to bring a “prodigal son” home after they have gone into a “far country.”  That is what we should all be trying to do with those who have returned to sin after coming to Christ.  Everything we can to bring them home. 

IV.  How Should We Do It?

1.  The Lord Brings Them Back

Luke 15:4-7—The Lord does it!  We’re not going to accomplish it by our own strength, and it does no good to bring them back to us.  We need to do all that we can, but ultimately it is the Lord who brings them back.  They need to mend their relationship with Him.
2.  Be The Right Example

Matthew 5:13-16 —They see your good works, THEY GLORIFY.  It has to come to their minds.  Many times they don’t want to talk about it…but they can’t help but see the way you live.  Often, this is our best way to reach someone…until they are willing to look at their lives.
Matthew 7:1-6—Procedure for seeking the straying brother—SEE CLEARLY to do what???  Remove the speck.  There are times when we must make evaluations of the actions of others (see the rest of the chapter)—but we need to look at ourselves first so we are not hypocritical.
3.  Speak the Truth in Love

Ephesians 4:15  “but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head — Christ.”  Talking about unity and growth in the body.

We love these people.
4.  Use the Right Approach for the Right Situation

Titus 1:13-14  “Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith”  --Talking about the responsibilities of elders when there are those who not only unfaithful, but open and loud about it.  Those who are insubordinate and proud.  In-your-face w/ sin.
Galatians 6:1-5—restore in gentleness when someone meekly comes back.  Humility verses the arrogance of those who think they are something.  We know the situation!
5.  Be Patient

1 Thessalonians 5:14  “Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all.”
2 Peter 3:9  “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.”

