Gossip
James 3:4-8

Some problems are in every congregation.  Problems with the tongue is one of those, of which gossip is the most common.  
Psalm 50:19-20  
--Our spiritual brethren, it’s terrible, but it is something that continues to exist, and something we mostly don’t even think about when it comes to “sins.”  Yet more harm has been done in the Lord’s church by gossip than almost anything else.
It is no wonder what God says of gossip in Proverbs 6:6-9.  What causes gossip?  What is the cure for gossip?  And look at a process to determine whether something is gossip.
What Causes Gossip?
1.  A Desire to Know—Attitude—we want to know something on somebody, or maybe not even on somebody, we just want to be “in the know.”—Proverbs 18:7-8
Gossip is a two-way street.  There is the one who tells the gossip, and the one who listens to the gossip.

We have to help each other out.  Sometimes we’ll be telling something and realize it might be gossip and say, “I probably shouldn’t say this,” or “I know this is gossip, but…”  The listener has the responsibility to say, “Then don’t say it,” instead of, “Oh, come-on, I won’t tell anyone.”  

And make no mistake, if someone is gossiping TO you, then they’re also gossiping ABOUT you…because that’s what a gossip does.

“What about my spouse?”  Conversations between a husband and wife can be an exception, there is a “oneness” there that means it is appropriate to share anything with each other, but it has to end there.  The problem starts when telling your husband or wife becomes your husband or wife telling their friends, who tell their husband or wife who tell their friends.

2.  Idleness—1 Timothy 5:13—the problem wasn’t that they were widows, but that they didn’t have anything to do.  Gossip occurs when we have nothing better to do than to talk about people.  There is always work to be done in the kingdom.
What is the cure for gossip?  
1.  Working in the Kingdom:  If Idleness is the cause, then work is the cure.  

1 Thessalonians 4:9-12—This should be the desire of everyone.  Less talk, more work.
2.  Love:

1 Corinthians 13:6-7  “Love…does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.”

Does not rejoice in iniquity…we get on pleasure out of seeing others fail and fall.  And we have no desire to repeat that to other people.  It isn’t fulfilling for us to repeat the “what so and so did.”
Believes all things…--puts the best construction on things, willing to give “the benefit of the doubt” to someone instead of assuming the worst all the time.  We don’t assume just “because we heard it” that it is true.  There might be more to it.

Hopes all things…--positive, hopes for the best in every situation.  You hope that this was a misunderstanding.  And if you hope you don’t understand it correctly, you’re not going to repeat it.

If we love people, we’re not going to gossip about them, or listen to gossip about them!  

3.  Thinking Before We Speak:

James 1:19—Maybe I shouldn’t say this…If there is any doubt about it being gossip, then don’t say it.
The Four-Point Test of Things We Say:

1. Is it true?  

There are too many passages to count that deal with truthfulness and God’s love for it.  From Proverbs 12:22 “those who deal truthfully are His delight” to Revelation 21:8 liars have their place in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone. 
Ephesians 4:25  “Therefore, putting away lying, "Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor," for we are members of one another.”

It has to be true for us to repeat it…but we can’t simply say, “It’s true so it’s not gossip.”  Gossip is not the same as lying.  You can tell the truth and it still be gossip.  And a lot of gossip IS true.  So what other questions must we ask?
2.  Is it needful? 

What is our purpose in repeating this?  It’s one thing if we talk to the elders to tell them about the struggles of one of the flock, it is another thing entirely when we talk to other people about those struggles because it’s just too good to keep to our self.  We need to ask ourselves, “Will any good come from me repeating this?”  And if not, we don’t need to repeat it.

Proverbs 11:13  “A talebearer reveals secrets,

But he who is of a faithful spirit conceals a matter.”
That’s not being deceitful and deceptive, that’s being faithful.  When someone tells us something in confidence, we don’t need to repeat that unless it is absolutely necessary to do so in order to save their soul.  If not, we keep it to ourselves.  We guard it as if they had entrusted a valuable to us.  Because they have.  The same thing applies if we just “hear something.”  There is no need to go spreading it around, because it will only do damage.  

Proverbs 26:20-22—Gossip should end with me, because it accomplishes nothing positive.
3. Is it hurtful? 

Psalm 52:4  “You love all devouring words,

You deceitful tongue.”
—Some people like seeing others stumble, and others “cut-down to size.”  And they’ll contribute to that if they can.
Matthew 11:16-19—it didn’t matter what it was, they were going to find something to gossip about to hurt these men who called for their repentance.  Some people are like that today, what can I dig up or make up so that I can seem like I know something and can tear others down at the same time?
Proverbs 17:9
What can that man do to brethren?  What can gossip do to the church?
It can destroy so much.

Proverbs 16:27-28—Here is this same type person…they’re looking for something to gossip about.  They want to know and be in the know, and prove it to everyone else.  They’re sowing strife and discord, separating those who are close.
“tasty trifles” of chapters 18 and 26 of proverbs—Jewish tradition replaces that with, “Wounds.”  Makes sense, they seem tasty, but really all they cause is harm to you and others.  James 3—the tongue is a fire, and full of deadly poison. 

Some people think, “Well, it’s innocent, it’s harmless…nothing bad comes of a little gossip about unimportant things,” but the Bible speaks time and time again of the harm done by this type of uncontrolled speech.  We need to heed God, and realize that ALL gossip has the potential to do harm.
4. Have you gone to the source?

“Go to him and him alone.”—Matthew 18:15-17—is that the process we take?  Is it even our business?  We need to manifest our love in believing all things and hoping all things by going to the source of the gossip.  Maybe we don’t have all the facts.  Maybe we misheard or misinterpreted what we saw.  We need to find out.  And a lot of times, this solves the issue.   

If everyone had gone to the source we wouldn’t have so many problems in the brotherhood.  Don’t believe everything you hear, and be willing to call the source and ask them.

Can you and have you answered these four questions?  Then you shouldn’t tell it!

