A Study Of Institutionalism And Church Cooperation
Institution-A corporate body or establishment instituted and organized for public use.

Institutionalism-The spirit that exalts established institutions, especially in religion opposed to individualism.

(Britannica Dictionary, vol. 1, p.693)
I. The Work Of The Church

Ephesians 4:12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,

Romans 15:26 For it pleased those from Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor among the saints who are in Jerusalem.
Acts 8:4 Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.

II.  Institutions And The Church
“The Orphans home and the Christian school must stand or fall together.”

(Batsell Barrett Baxter, Question and Issues of The Day, p.29)
“Spread within and without the local churches today, a mass of other organizations interwoven within the framework of the church is manifest. It forms an umbrella round about the church, hovering over it. It is the “para-church,” foreign to the Bible, but well known to all the 20th century.                      “Missions organizations, benevolence groups, medical units and edification-growth businesses are springing  up outside the framework of the local churches but vying for funding of the churches.”

(Roy H. Lanier, Gospel Advocate, March 1989)
“Institutions are inclined to assume power as they grow and, consciously or unconsciously, to control preachers and churches.”

“Churches in the future may become what the schools have in their power to make them.”

(Foy E. Wallace Jr., Gospel Advocate, 1937, p.170)

II. The Autonomy Of The Church

1 Peter 5:2-3 Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; 3 nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock;
2 Corinthians 8:13-14 For I do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened; 14 but by an equality, that now at this time your abundance may supply their lack, that their abundance also may supply your lack — that there may be equality.

2 Corinthians 8:19 and not only that, but who was also chosen by the churches to travel with us with this gift, which is administered by us to the glory of the Lord Himself and to show your ready mind,
Acts 11:29-30 Then the disciples, each according to his ability, determined to send relief to the brethren dwelling in Judea. 30 This they also did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.

Acts 12:25 And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem when they had fulfilled their ministry, and they also took with them John whose surname was Mark.

