AVOIDING LAMENTATIONS
Lamentations 2:14 Your prophets have seen for you false and deceptive visions; they have not exposed your iniquity to restore your fortunes, but have seen for you oracles that are false and misleading.
Ecclesiastes 7:2-5 2 Better to go to the house of mourning than to go to the house of feasting, for that is the end of all men; and the living will take it to heart. 3 Sorrow is better than laughter, for by a sad countenance the heart is made better. 4 The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning, but the heart of fools is in the house of mirth. 5 It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise than for a man to hear the song of fools. 
Fluffy Preaching
Jeremiah 6:14 They have also healed the hurt of My people slightly, Saying, 'Peace, peace!' When there is no peace. 
Jeremiah 4:10 Then I said, "Ah, Lord GOD! Surely You have greatly deceived this people and Jerusalem, Saying, 'You shall have peace,' Whereas the sword reaches to the heart." 
Jeremiah 5:31 The prophets prophesy falsely, And the priests rule by their own power; And My people love to have it so. But what will you do in the end? 
2 Timothy 4:3-5 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 
THE RESULT OF LISTENING TO “FLUFFY PREACHING”
Jeremiah 10:14 Everyone is dull-hearted, without knowledge;
Jeremiah 5:23 But this people has a defiant and rebellious heart; They have revolted and departed. 
Lamentations 3:4-5 4 He has aged my flesh and my skin, and broken my bones. 5 He has besieged me and surrounded me with bitterness and woe. 
Lamentations 3:7-8 7 He has hedged me in so that I cannot get out; He has made my chain heavy. 8 Even when I cry and shout, He shuts out my prayer. 
Lamentations 3:16-18 16 He has also broken my teeth with gravel, and covered me with ashes. 17 You have moved my soul far from peace; I have forgotten prosperity. 18 And I said, "My strength and my hope have perished from the LORD." 
Lamentations 5:7 Our fathers sinned and are no more, But we bear their iniquities. 
The Need For Negative Preaching From The Word Of God
Lamentations 3:27 It is good for a man to bear the yoke in his youth. 
Jeremiah 1:17 "Therefore prepare yourself and arise, And speak to them all that I command you. Do not be dismayed before their faces, Lest I dismay you before them.
Lamentations 3:28 Let him sit alone and keep silent, because God has laid it on him;
Jeremiah 15:15-21 15 O LORD, You know; Remember me and visit me, And take vengeance for me on my persecutors. In Your enduring patience, do not take me away. Know that for Your sake I have suffered rebuke. 16 Your words were found, and I ate them, And Your word was to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart; For I am called by Your name, O LORD God of hosts. 17 I did not sit in the assembly of the mockers, Nor did I rejoice; I sat alone because of Your hand, For You have filled me with indignation. … 19Therefore thus says the Lord: “If you return, I will restore you, and you shall stand before me. If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless
Lamentations 3:29 Let him put his mouth in the dust — there may yet be hope. 30 Let him give his cheek to the one who strikes him, and be full of reproach. 
Jeremiah 20:10 For I heard many mocking: "Fear on every side!" "Report," they say, "and we will report it!" All my acquaintances watched for my stumbling, saying, "Perhaps he can be induced; Then we will prevail against him, And we will take our revenge on him." 
Jeremiah 20:9 Then I said, "I will not make mention of Him, Nor speak anymore in His name." But His word was in my heart like a burning fire Shut up in my bones; I was weary of holding it back, And I could not. 
Revelation 3:19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. 
2 Timothy 4:3-5 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 
The Proper Response To The Rebuke Of The Lord To Avoid Lamentations
Psalms 94:12-15 12 Blessed is the man whom You instruct, O LORD, And teach out of Your law, 13 That You may give him rest from the days of adversity, Until the pit is dug for the wicked. 14 For the LORD will not cast off His people, Nor will He forsake His inheritance. 15 But judgment will return to righteousness, And all the upright in heart will follow it. 
Lam 3:31 For the Lord will not cast off forever. 32 Though He causes grief, Yet He will show compassion According to the multitude of His mercies. 33 For He does not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men. 34 To crush under one's feet all the prisoners of the earth, 35 to turn aside the justice due a man before the face of the Most High, 36 or subvert a man in his cause — The Lord does not approve. 
Lamentations 3:37 Who is he who speaks and it comes to pass, When the Lord has not commanded it?  38 Is it not from the mouth of the Most High That woe and well-being proceed? 39 Why should a living man complain, a man for the punishment of his sins? 40 Let us search out and examine our ways, and turn back to the LORD; 
Lamentations 3:22-26 Through the LORD's mercies we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. 23 They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 24 "The LORD is my portion," says my soul, "Therefore I hope in Him!" 25 The LORD is good to those who wait for Him, to the soul who seeks Him. 26 It is good that one should hope and wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD.
