Starting Over New

2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.
     As the new year begins it is common for we Americans to look back on the past year with its mistakes, times of suffering, triumphs, and times of joy. Then we look ahead to the new year with the thought of starting new again and trying to do better in the new year than we did last year. Sometimes we make New Years resolutions that usually don’t last very long. Most resolutions are built around our physical life such as losing weight or getting in better physical shape with exercising. 
     In Christianity when we obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, we are truly beginning over new. All our old sins and our old life have passed away. We have been forgiven of all sins as the blood of the Christ washed them away. The true beauty of Christianity is the ability to start over fresh and new in a reconciled and right relationship with our God. 

Romans 6:4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

     Now that we are starting over new spiritually, we must truly resolve to put off the old man of sin and put on the new man as we walk in newness of life. This resolution must not be for just a few days or weeks, but for the rest of our life. Repentance is not just for a few days. Repentance is the walking and living by faith in action all the way to the end of our life.
Matthew 6:34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.
     When you understand that repentance is a linear process that encompasses all of your life, then each day and even each moment we must start over new again. In each day there will be times when we sin, make sure you take those sins to God in prayer and turn from them getting back into the walking and living by faith. Then press on by faith striving to be a better Christian right now and the rest of this day. Close the day with prayer making sure you have been forgiven of any sins. Start the next morning fresh and new ready to face the new day as you live and walk through the day by your faith in your Lord and God. Rather than making New Years resolutions only once a year, try making new life and new day resolutions every moment of every day always striving to be better and more faithful now than I was in the past.
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