Thanksgiving
Colossians 4:2 Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving;

     There is a major aspect of prayer that I fear sometime we may not realize its importance. This is the aspect of thanksgiving. If you study the different scriptures in the New Testament on the subject of prayer, you will often find thanksgiving connected to the subject. 

     Thanksgiving is the part of prayer where we acknowledge God’s blessings in our lives and God’s answers to our prayers. To do so we must first be aware of the blessings that God is loading upon us daily and be conscious of the fact that theses blessings are from God. Secondarily we must realize that the hand of God is truly in our lives and He is answering our prayers.

      It is so easy to get caught up in our lives and all the problems that are hitting us sometimes like waves, that we lose focus of all the blessings the Lord is giving us richly every day. I would like to encourage us to not get so blinded by the things that are wrong in our lives that we can not see the things that are right and the things that are being given to us by our God.

     Every where I have ever lived the common courtesy when someone gives you a gift to say thank you. Be sure that when you do go to God in prayer that you take time in your prayers to focus on the blessings God has given you and say thank you.

      One of the greatest comforts I have found in my life as a Christian is the knowledge that the creator of the universe listens to my prayers and that He responds to and answers my prayers. God does not like it when we doubt Him in our prayers to Him. Therefore be sure when you do pray that you do so with confidence and trusting faith. Then when your prayers are answered do not think, why what a coincidence that what I was praying for just happened to come about. The providence of God is real. Otherwise, what is the point in prayer. When you pray for rain as we just did and it rains as it just did, be sure to say thank you to God for the rain. Whenever you have any of your prayers answered in a way that you are aware this is from God, it should give you great comfort and peace.  When I see God’s answer for my prayers in things like rain or health or safety I draw peace from this reality because I know my prayers for more important things like the forgiveness of my sin and salvation in judgment day are being heard also.

      Finally, the seeds of depression can not grow in a heart filled with thanksgiving. The peace of God that passes all understanding does exist. However, it can only be found through prayers of trusting faith together with thanksgiving.
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