Spiritual Goals
1 Corinthians 12:26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.
     Every Christian and every congregation of Christians have many spiritual goals set before us in the word of God that we are to press on toward always. One such spiritual goal is found in 1 Corinthians 12:26. The goal that we as a congregation are to press on toward, is to love each other so much, that when one member suffers all the members suffer with it. 

John 13:35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."

     When Christians become a true spiritual family with real brotherly love seen among us, this is one of the main ways that people in the world will know that we are Christians. It is this true Christian love that will draw some people in the world to Christ as they come to know the love of God for them shining through us as we love one another.
     The goal of the whole congregation suffering when any one member suffers is a goal that we as a congregation will always need to be striving to reach. To achieve this goal we as a congregation must be so close to each other that when any of us are going through any kind of trials our brethren will be aware of what is happening to us. We can not read each others minds. If brethren do not know you are hurting or in need, then they can not suffer with you. If you do not know a illness is in your body, you will do nothing to treat it. We as brethren should be so close to each other as spiritual family that we will let each other in where we really are and be willing to let our brethren know when we are hurting or in need.

Galatians 6:2 Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

     Once we are aware of trials, struggles, and problems in our brethrens life, we should love them so much that we hurt with them and desire to do what we can to help them carry their burdens and deal with their trials. One of the greatest blessings in life as a Christian is when you realize you are really loved by your brethren and that you are not alone in your trials.

    Brethren together as a truly loving congregation is as close to heaven as we will get on this side of eternity. The goal set before us in 1 Corinthians 12:26 is a never ending goal because each day will bring new trials and new problems in all our lives. We must never become so busy that we pass by on the other side of our brethren in their needs. Let us always strive to be closer to God and closer to each other as brethren.
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