Spiritual Chess

      I have enjoyed playing chess since I was twelve years old. Through the years as I taught my children how to play chess I have noticed that several of the principles I have taught them in regards to chess are also principles of life taught in the scriptures. You may not ever play chess, but these principles are lessons worth learning for your life spiritually.

I. Pay Close Attention To Where You Are

Ephesians 5:15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise,

      Life as a Christian is similar to chess in that both of them require you to always be aware where you are. We are told in scripture to walk circumspectly being always conscious as to where we are and what is going on around us. If you just float through a chess game never paying attention to where you are, you will always lose. If you float through life never paying attention to the temptations and attacks of Satan that are around you, you will always lose.

II. Do Not Move To Fast

Proverbs 19:2  he who hurries his footsteps errs.

      I’m sure my children got tired of me telling them, “you move too fast, slow down and think about it.” If you move without thinking it through your moves will not usually be the right or best move. How many times do we speak to fast or act to fast without thinking through our words or actions. Slow down. Learn to be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath, and take your time to act especially if you are emotionally upset.

III. Give A Lot Of Thought To Your Moves

Proverbs 4:26-27 Ponder the path of your feet, And let all your ways be established.

Proverbs 14:15 the prudent considers well his steps. 

      Think about your actions before you act. After you see where you are in life take your time to think and meditate about what to say or do next. Actions and words thought through are usually the right choices, the right words, and the right directions to take.  

IV. Try To See The End Of The Way

Proverbs 14:12 There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death. 

     The more foresight you have in chess the better and sooner you are able to make your moves in preparation for what you see coming. When you can see what is coming in life long before it does come, the more time you have to make the best choices in your actions.  Try to see the end of the way in all the paths you take in life. If you can not see what is coming look into the scriptures because they will tell you what is at the end of the way. Through the eyes of faith you can know the right and best moves to make in life.  
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