Preventing Strife In The Local Congregation-Part 4
Strife Caused By Foolish And Ignorant Disputes

Proverbs 6:16-19 these six things the LORD hates, Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: …. And one who sows discord among brethren. 
2 Timothy 2:23 But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they generate strife. 

    There are many things that sow discord among brethren. We have looked at gossip, anger, and pride as causes for strife. Another major cause of strife in many congregations is disputes over foolish questions. There are matters of faith that must be believed or we can not have a relationship with God. There are actions and works that if they are done and practiced will be sin that will separate us from God. Then there are some things that may be believed that may be wrong, but they will not separate you from God. Here is an example. Who wrote Hebrews? What you believe about this is not going to cause you to be lost. I know who I believe wrote Hebrews. I know why I believe it, but I could be wrong. There are some things that when you get down to it are matters of opinion. I have been a Christian long enough to realize that I have some beliefs of mine that when I get down to it they are just matters of my opinion. The best thing to do with my opinions are to keep my opinions to myself. If I can not answer all my questions I ask myself about what I believe then I better be careful about teaching those beliefs to anyone else.
2 Timothy 2:14 Remind them of these things, charging them before the Lord not to strive about words to no profit, to the ruin of the hearers.
      Years ago when I was preaching in Mississippi, a man came up to me and asked me a very serious question. He said, “Acts 7:54 says “they gnashed on him with their teeth,” does this mean they bite Steven?” I answered, “does it matter.” He said, “O yes, our church is about to split over this.” I did not know if I should laugh or cry. A congregation fighting among themselves over a matter that in the end does not really matter is sickening, sad, and disturbing. 
    The Lord tells us to avoid ignorant disputes and not to strive about words to no profit. We can spin our wheels in the sand over foolish and unlearned questions thinking we doing the work of the kingdom. Then the real work of sowing the seed, watering believers with the word, and encouraging Christians who are struggling is not being done. 
Galatians 5:15 But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by one another!
     There are false teachings that must be identified and stood against. But avoid foolish disputes and word to no profit that only produce strife to where we bite and devour one another and are consumed by one another.
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