Preventing Strife In The Local Congregation-Part 1
Proverbs 6:16-19 these six things the LORD hates, Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: …. And one who sows discord among brethren. 
     Unfortunately, there are many congregations that experience divisions between brethren. Sometimes these divisions are over false teaching that could spiritually endanger the souls of people if allowed to be believed or practiced. However, other times these divisions are simply because brethren are having a difficult time getting along with each other. These divisions are because of discord among brethren. When there are divisions caused by discord among brethren,  there are people who are actively sowing discord among the brethren. The scriptures tell us that God hates what you are doing if you are somehow sowing discord among brethren. I have learned through the scriptures and experience in life that it is easier to prevent strife in a congregation than it is to put out the strife once it gets going. For the next few weeks we will be studying how we can prevent strife from ever getting started in a local congregation and thus maintain our peace and unity as brethren.
I. Strife Caused By Gossip And Talebearers

Proverbs 26:20 Where no wood is, [there] the fire goes out: so where [there is] no talebearer, the strife ceases.
      I am amazed how people sometime think gossiping and bearing tales is not that serious or destructive. It would seem to follow from the scriptures that if God hates the sowing of strife and discord among brethren, and being a talebearer sows strife, then God would hate gossiping and the bearing of tales. The gossipers sometime will say, “I am not gossiping, I am telling the truth.” They are mistaking gossiping for lying. Gossip is true a lie is not true. The purpose of gossip is to harm the one being talked about. To create a fire that will burn them. When I hear of arsonist, who get their kicks from burning down forests and buildings, I think they must be very sick in their mind. Yet burning down people, burning down friendships, burning down marriages, and burning down congregations of the body of Christ, is far more sick than burning down trees.
1 Timothy 5:13 And besides they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house, and not only idle but also gossips and busybodies, saying things which they ought not.

      If you are a gossiper then you need to stop, cease, desist, repent, quit doing it and ask God’s forgiveness.
Proverbs 20:19  He who goes about as a slanderer reveals secrets, Therefore do not associate with a gossip. (NASV)
    If someone comes to you with gossip, do not listen to it. By doing this we can avoid strife and discord from gossip.
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