Positive Christianity-Part 4
All Things Work Together For Good

Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.
     In Christianity all things work together for good to those who love God. This does not mean that bad things will never happen to you if you are a Christian. Christians get ill. Christians have their property fall apart. Christians suffer for their faith and Christians die physically. Then exactly how is it that all things work together for good for a Christian?

1 Timothy 4:8 For bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all things, having promise of the life that now is and of that which is to come.
      God knows more about our lives than anyone. He is the creator and as the creator he knows how the creation is meant to function in this life. The word of God is not chains keeping us from enjoying life. The word of God is the truth about yourself showing you how to get the most out of this life and ultimately how to inherit eternal life. If we will simply follow the teaching in the scriptures by faith, we will avoid a whole lot of unnecessary suffering and get the most out of life. If you do not follow the teaching of our Lord, then do not be surprised when you life comes crashing down.
Romans 5:3-4 And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and character, hope.
     Even when we go through suffering as a Christian this works out in the end to be a blessing in our lives. The trying and testing of our faith produces patience. So rather than getting burned up in the trials of life, the Christian, because he has faith in God, is made stronger and complete.
Philippians 1:21 For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
   In the Philippians letter the Apostle Paul is facing the possibility of being put to death. How can that work out to be good for him? To live is Christ, and to die is gain. Even in death the Christian finds that his death will end with a great blessing. In Christianity, either way you go, you win. If you live you get to serve Christ on this side of life. You get to enjoy all the blessings the Lord showers on you daily on this side of life. You have the Lord to strengthen, provide, and protect you through your journey. Then when we pass from this life, we get to go be with the Lord which is far better. Now that is positive!
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