Measuring Yourself

2 Corinthians 10:12 For we dare not class ourselves or compare ourselves with those who commend themselves. But they, measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.
     I remember growing up with my mother measuring how tall I was. When I was approaching six feet tall, I would stretch out my toes and head to get every inch out of her measurement. There is an easier way to make yourselves six feet tall. Just change the measuring standard and you can be as tall as you want to be. In other words lie to yourself by using a false standard of measurement. Then make sure everyone around you agrees with your lie. 

     I use this story as an example because there are some who when it comes to measuring themselves spiritually, they lie to themselves. They will measure themselves by their own standard and find a group of other people who will tell them their standard is correct.

2 Corinthians 13:5 Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. 

    Are you a Christian? This often asked question is answered by many using the standard of their own personal feelings or a false standard set up by someone. This is followed by surrounding yourself with people who will reinforce the lie by agreeing with you. I remember once studying with a young man who said, “are you telling me what I believe is wrong?” “Millions of people believe this and millions of people can’t be wrong.” 

      Truth is not determined by how many people believe something to be true. The whole world could believe a lie for a thousand years and that will not change a lie into the truth. The only true standard that is to be used when we measure ourselves spiritually is the word of God. To determine what is good and what is evil we must use the true standard of morality, the scriptures. To determine that we are really in the faith we must properly us the standard of the word of God.

2 Peter 3:16 as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures.

      It is possible to take the standard of the word of God and twist it to try and make it say something which it does not say. With all the different approaches to even the basics of how to become a Christian, obviously, somebody is doing some serious twisting of the standard of the scriptures. 
     You can say you are six feet tall all your life by using a false standard and even find others to agree with you even though you are only five feet tall. You can find people who will tell you that you are a Christian using a false standard even though you are not. Make sure you are in the faith by properly using the word of God as the standard with  no twisting of the scriptures.

     WBF

