Lessons From Job-Part 3
      One of the great questions of our world is why does man suffer? The book of Job answers a belief that has been thought in every generation of mankind. This false belief is that all suffering is punishment from God for what we have done that is wrong.

Job 22:4-5 "Is it because of your fear of Him that He corrects you, And enters into judgment with you? 

5 Is not your wickedness great, And your iniquity without end? 

    As long as Job’s friends remained silent they were doing a good job as comforters. However, when they opened their mouths and started telling Job why they believed he was suffering greatly, they blew it completely. In the text here Eliphaz is telling Job that the reason he is suffering is because he has committed great wickedness against God.

Job 16:2 "I have heard many such things; Miserable comforters are you all! 

Job 16:4 I also could speak as you do, If your soul were in my soul's place. I could heap up words against you, And shake my head at you; 

    We do not always know or understand why terrible things happen to someone. As the old saying goes, “walk a mile in my shoes then you may understand me better.”

Galatians 6:7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.

     There are a multitude of scriptures that teach that sin in this present life will have consequences and cause suffering in this present life. There is a type of suffering that is sowing and reaping suffering. However, all suffering is not sowing and reaping suffering. The fact of the matter is, bad things happen to good people. All suffering is because of sin. However, not all your suffering is because of your sins. Sometimes we suffer because of other peoples’ sins. Babies and sinless children suffer and sometimes even die in their youth. This is not because they have inherited sin from their parents, or Adam, or anyone. We do not carry the guilt of the sins of other people, but we can and sometimes do suffer as a consequence of someone else’s sin.
Job 42:7 And so it was, after the LORD had spoken these words to Job, that the LORD said to Eliphaz the Temanite, "My wrath is aroused against you and your two friends, for you have not spoken of Me what is right, as My servant Job has.
      When you suffer in your life it is important to ask yourself if your suffering is a direct consequence of your actions and sins. If they are then repent and seek forgiveness from God. However, remember Job and know also, that bad things do happen to good people.
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