Learning To Be Content-Part 4
Love To Overcome Anger And Bitterness

Philippians 4:11 for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content:

     The final step we must take if we are truly desiring to learn to be content, is learning to love our neighbor as ourselves.  Unfortunately there will be times in your life when other people will sin against you. We cannot control other peoples actions, but we can control how we respond to their actions. 

Romans 12:21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
     When other people sin against us it is very easy to allow ourselves to become angry. Anger if it is allowed to ferment becomes wrath and bitterness. If bitterness is allowed to grow it will eventually become hatred. We can not be content when our hearts and minds are filled with anger and bitterness. We can allow the evil committed against us to overcome us and steal our joy and peace or we can overcome evil with good and learn to be content even when we have been sinned against.

1 Peter 4:8 And above all things have fervent love for one another, for "love will cover a multitude of sins."
Matthew 5:44 But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, 
     Your enemy most of the time will still be your enemy even if you love him. Then why love your enemy? The answer is “to keep the evil done against you by your enemy from overcoming you spiritually.”  Passing over the transgressions of your enemy is so you can be healed in your heart and mind. So love your enemy. Pray for those who despitefully use you and persecute you. Do good to them and maintain peace and joy in your heart.

1 Corinthians 13:13 And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 
     Faith, hope, and love are the keys to our relationship with God and our relationship with God is the key to our learning to be content. With our faith we can overcome fear of the future knowing that God is with us and that He will help and protect us. With our hope we can overcome our pain of the past as we look forward with joy to the future in Heaven with God. With our unconditional love for everyone around us we can overcome our anger and bitterness of the past and present so we can have peace, joy and contentment in the present. With faith, hope, and love we can learn to be content in whatever state we find ourselves.
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