In Everything Give Thanks-Part 4
1 Thessalonians 5:17-18 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

As we give thanks to God for the blessings that are in our lives, we have been counting our blessings naming them one by one. We have counted to major physical blessings and last week we started counting the spiritual blessings that we enjoy by being in Christ Jesus.

2 Thessalonians 1:3 We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of you all abounds toward each other, 
One of the great spiritual blessings we enjoy from being in Christ is the privilege of being members of the Body of Christ. When we obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, we are baptized into Christ and the Lord, Himself, adds us to the one Body, the church.
            We thank the Lord for the honor of allowing us to be part of the one Body, the church, because the one Body is the saved in Christ. As members of the one Body we seek out other fellow Christians and join ourselves together into a local church. The church in Thessalonica was a local church that was made up of members of the one Body. To be a member with a local church is a blessing that we should be thankful for.

Being a part of the Lindale Church of Christ is a great spiritual blessing we should be sure to thank our God for when we go to Him in prayer. As a member of the Lindale Church of Christ we are able to worship and work together with brethren of a like faith. I count it a great blessing to be among fellow brethren who have a common mind of respect for the authority of Jesus Christ and respect for the word of God. Even in the Body of Christ today there are unfortunately many local congregations who do not respect the authority of Jesus as the head of the church or the authoritative nature of the word of God. To be able to worship our God together in spirit and in truth is a refreshing blessing. To be a part of a congregation that is serious about doing only the work of the church that our Lord has authorized in His word is a wonderful blessing. To be a part of a congregation that is organized with qualified elders, and deacons who are doing their work in the church is such a great blessing. To be a part of a congregation that has a hard working teaching program with highly qualified Bible teachers is such a wonderful blessing. To be a part of a church that truly loves each other and is there for each other in the trials of our lives, is a blessing that I am so grateful to be a part of. When you go to our God in prayer, be sure to thank God for being a member of the Lindale Church of Christ.
    WBF
