God And Time
2 Peter 3:8 But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.
     Several times in my life as a preacher of the word of God I have come in contact with people who believe that a day in the life of God is equal to one thousand years in the lives of men. Every time this statement is made, 2 Peter 3:8 is referred to.  Dispensationalist say there will only be 7,000 years of life on earth before the end of time comes. Dispensationalist doctrines are built around this idea of one day equals a thousand years with God. With this in mind I thought I would see what the scriptures do teach about God and time.

     First please note that the verse says “with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.” The verse does not say “with the Lord one day is a thousand years, and a thousand years is one day.” “As a day” is very different than “is a day.” The word “as” in the text is showing a comparison. The Old Testament background for this verse is found in Psalm 90:4.
Psalm 90:4 For a thousand years in Your sight Are like yesterday when it is past, And like a watch in the night. 

      Please notice in the text that a thousand years is like yesterday when it is past. The word “like” again is a simile showing the comparison between to two, not that one equals the other. The point being made is that God is not affected by time. God is eternal.
Psalm 41:13 Blessed be the LORD God of Israel From everlasting to everlasting! Amen and Amen.
     God is not locked within the confines of time. God is from everlasting. That means God has no beginning. God has always been and always will be. I admit that an eternal being is difficult for me to get my mind around because I am a created being living within the confines of time. However, God is eternal. 

James 4:14  whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. 

     We are here for a little time. Even if you live to be one hundred years old, compared to what lies before you, this life is just a vapor. God is eternal in both directions. He is the first and the last, the beginning and the end. We on the other hand are the creation. We have a beginning and in our physical life we will have an end.

Romans 6:23For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
     We live within the confines of time now. But in the spiritual body we receive at the resurrection we will become eternal with God forever no longer living in time with and ending.  
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