
Engaging a Changing World 
1 Peter 

 
1 Pet 3:13-17 

• We live in a changing and challenging time. 

• We have witnessed in the past few years seismic shifts in our society.  There is an acceptance 
and of behaviors that used to be frowned on, especially the legitimacy of homosexuality and 
homosexual marriage. 

• There is fear in our social discourse—a degenerating relationship between races, distrust and 
anger.  

• We can’t seem to turn on the news without reading about some new terror attack at home and 
abroad. 

• There is a historic despair and disillusionment with our leadership options going forward. 

• And there is a general disinterest in religion and Christianity—which is at times sharpened 
into opposition, criticism, and hostility. 

 

• So what do we do about all that? 

• We can’t write off the world—remember, it is the object of God’s great love, the outworking of 
his great plan. 

• We can’t withdraw from the world—remember, we are called to be salt and light. 

• v. 15—We need to be proactive.  We need to make the effort to actively influence the world for 
good. 

• But if others hear an uncertain sound from us—or if we are paralyzed with the same fears as 
everyone else—what impact will we have? 

• So I want us to spend a few minutes thinking about how we can engage a changing world.  
Want us to spend our time in the book of 1 Peter—a book written to pilgrims living in a 
confused and adversarial culture—and see what Peter can tells us about how Christians live in 
relationship to a world that needs us but may not want us. 

 
1)  I must prepare my heart 

• If I’m going to have an influence on the world, I must be ready.   

• Jesus teaches us to have the perspective that the world is ripe for harvest.  I can influence them 
for good, no matter what is going on in the wider world.  I can spread the gospel and save 
souls.  But before I can do that effectively, I need to work through my own anxieties about the 
world and 1 prepare myself. 

• 1 Pet 3:13-15a—This is a reference back to Isaiah, where he tells them not to fear what they fear 
but to let the LORD be their fear.   

• Don’t be afraid.  Don’t be troubled.  We serve a God who is above all these things. 

• Part of being prepared is settling our hearts beforehand about our questions. 

• We are often afraid of other people—of the establishment—of the growing discord—of 
slipping standards. 

• We are afraid of the future. 

• We are afraid of growing immorality, usually bc it will impact us personally. 

• We are afraid for our faith. 

• Don’t be afraid!  Don’t be troubled!  We are the people of GOD!  Let him be your fear! 

• 1 Pet 2:9-10—Remember who you are!  We are the people of God, and we serve the God of the 
Bible who has limitless power and has promised us the victory! 



• 1 Pet 1:17—As God’s children, we call on him as Father and we live out our time as pilgrims 
here in fear.  We have a mission in enemy territory on behalf of our Father.   

• This is a time for us to see whether this faith is going to be real to us.  Will we shrink in fear or 
proceed in faith? 

• My God is still in control-still on the throne—still in business—still saving, blessing, working.   

• We need courage for times like these.  The courage to believe when everything else seems to be 
falling apart. 

 

• Part of preparation is also to make sure my conscience is clean about what I’m doing. 

• 1 Pet 2:11-12—Keep your conduct honorable.  Notice how this is a cornerstone of our 
engagement with the world. 

• v. 15—Put their foolish talk to silence 

• 1 Pet 3:16—having a good conscience.   

• The craziness that’s going on in the world can often have the same kind of effect that trouble in 
the local church has—it is easy for us to get distracted and forget to keep our own porch clean. 

• I can’t engage the world with a beam in my eye.  This is not about whether we occasionally 
struggle, but about whether im ignoring the big issues in my spiritual life. 

 

• And part of preparation is rekindling the hope that should be in us. 

• 1 Pet 3:15—Make a defense to anyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you.  Peter 
is envisioning a scenario where conversations begin organically as others notice the way we 
live and ask us why.   

• To prepare myself to engage the world, I need to reconnect with what I’m hoping for.  Is it an 
honest expectation that everybody will just get along someday?  Can’t we see that problems 
like terrorism, social discord, and inequity won’t just go away?  They will be replaced by other 
problems. 

• When Peter talks about hope here, there is one sense in which this hope is objective.  The hope 
of eternal life because of the forgiveness God has purchased for us. 

• But there is another sense in which it is subjective—the hope that is in me.   

• So along that line, I want to stress that preparation here is not just writing a Bible study—it’s 
articulating why we are who we are.  And that takes thought. 

• The world is ripe for harvest.  It is time for us to be proactive.  I must prepare myself for that 
task—answering my anxieties, living with a clean conscience, rekindling the hope that is 
within me. 

 
2)  I must engage the world 

• 1 Pet 3:15—Always be prepared to make a defense.  Implied is engagement—that people are 
seeing, asking, listening and that we are responding in a reasoned and careful way. 

• What Peter is saying is that just because there is some persecution, opposition, and upheaval 
in the world doesn’t mean we can’t influence anyone anymore.  It doesn’t mean no one is 
interested.  It doesn’t mean that our efforts are worthless.  There are still opportunities. 

• But the tone of this passage is not “just do your own thing and maybe somebody will see you 
doing it and figure it out”—the tone is “be prepared to engage”. 

• By definition we don’t know precisely when that’s going to happen, so Peter encourages us to 
“always be prepared” to give that defense.   

 



• “make a defense to anyone” and “do it with gentleness and respect”.  These speak to a 
manner, an approach.  There is a good and a bad way to engage the world. 

• It requires some wisdom to understand the times in which we live and the people around us.  
Requires some effort to listen to people—to show consideration and compassion—to suspend 
judgment—to articulate Christian thinking in a Christian manner. 

• We can look at these times as times to be survived—or as great opportunities to make a 
difference. 

• People right now—right now—are stirred up and thoughtful.  They are wanting to be heard, 
they are scared.  But they are not complacent.  Let’s talk to them about that!  Let’s engage! 

 

• A word of caution—this is about the hope that is in us.  This is not about defending the 
principles of conservative or liberal government.  It is not about political solutions.  It is not 
about “what I think.”  I wonder sometimes if we don’t use up people’s patience and 
forbearance with us before we ever get around to addressing what really matters. 

• But if hope is my focus, it changes the gay marriage discussion.  It changes the talk of race.  It 
changes discussion of Islam.  My hope survives no matter what happens in those arenas. 

 

• Now I find this to be deeply challenging personally.  I don’t live proactively very often.  I am a 
“go with the flow” kind of person.  But there is a challenge here to truly make a difference in 
people’s lives by being prepared to reason through with them the issues of our time and the 
faith that Christians hold.   

• So let me be as clear and simple as I know to be.  When someone wants to talk about terrorism, 
I might say something like “I don’t believe religions should be spread in this way.  I believe 
that religion has to be voluntary or it’s meaningless.  I am a Christian because I choose to be.  
The beautiful thing about being a Christian is that it’s an all-volunteer work” 

• Or when someone wants to talk about race, I might say something like “it’s the NT that 
teaches us that all people are the same before God and that he shows no partiality.  It’s sad to 
me when people don’t live up to that ideal.  I think we all struggle with it.  But Jesus teaches 
me to seek peace.  I believe everyone should be treated equally here, but even if we struggle 
with how to make that real, I rejoice that people of all races will be together in eternity if they 
come to know Jesus.” 

• Or when someone wants to talk about homosexuality, I might say something like “I have a lot 
of questions about that, but I truly believe that Jesus is right.  He’s my only hope to beat death.  
So if he says there are certain things that I can’t do, I can’t argue with him.  But the neat thing 
is that I’ve found that some of the most challenging things he’s commanded me in the NT have 
turned out to be the most liberating and wonderful.  I trust him.” 

• You get the idea.  Engage the world.  Drop references to God and to prayer and to church and 
to the Bible and to hope and to faith and to love.   

• Engage the world.  Don’t parrot political talking points.  Talk about Jesus and the hope he has 
given you.   

• Engage the world. 
 
3)  I must trust God 

• When I have made those kinds of efforts, there is a kind of high followed by a low.  I feel great 
until I realize that it appears I have made no difference at all.  This is the time to remind 
ourselves that it is God who gives the increase—it is God who is the active agent in all our 
efforts to influence and engage the world. 



• Especially in this does Peter warn us that our sincerest efforts will be met with opposition and 
slander. 

• 1 Pet 3:16-17—When you are slandered.  It’s going to happen.  It might do us well to put that 
on our mirrors and refirgerators.  Our world will lash out against people with the courage to 
engage it. 

• 1 Pet 4:4-5—They are surprised.  They malign.  They don’t like it. 

• I must learn to trust God.  People are going to hurt me.  People are going to oppose me.  They 
will make fun of me and call me stupid.  They will work to hurt me. 

• And I think we need to be very honest about the fact that more formal types of persecution 
may be close on the horizon.  The tide is turning and it is certainly not in favor of Christians.   

• I must trust God.  he is in control.  He knows what is best. 
 

• But what is particularly helpful in leading me to trust him is reminding myself that he has a 
plan and a goal for all this that’s happening in the world. 

• 1 Pet 1:6-7—For a little while, we may be grieved by trials, but the tested genuineness of our 
faith—its pure quality—will be revealed through suffering. 

• God knows what he’s doing when he allows things to happen.  I have to trust him. 
 

• And perhaps the best, most fitting summary for the book of 1 Pet we could read: 

• 1 Pet 4:19—If we suffer according to God’s will, let’s entrust our souls to our faithful Creator 
while doing good.  We keep going but we entrust our souls to him—we lay our lives in his 
hands.   

• I put my best efforts—I sow whatever seeds I can—I speak up for him—I try to influence 
others for good—I show compassion—I am willing to spend and be spent for others—and 
when it is all said and done, I trust God to take that and doing something with it—even if I 
never know how that all works out. 

 

• And I start the whole process over again.  I prepare my heart, and I engage, and I trust. 
 

• I want to encourage us as God’s people to be proactive in a changing world and let God’s light 
shine through us! 

 
 


