Lesson 1 – The Parable of the Sower



         Sunday, April 2nd 2017
(Matt. 13:1-23; Mark 4:3-20; Luke 8:4-15)

Introduction to Parables

Basically a parable is a story that illustrates a spiritual truth.  The word parable connotes a comparison.  One Bible historian says, “A parable is a saying or story that seeks to drive home a point the speaker wishes to emphasize by illustrating it from a familiar situation.”

Read Matthew 13:10-17; Mark 4:10-13.  Jesus helps us understand the purpose of parables. Through parables, He spoke to the masses concerning the word of God.  The disciples wanted to know why.  Basically, Jesus did not intend for anyone other than genuine truth-seekers to understand His teachings.  Those who lacked interest or had hard hearts would not get the point of the stories.  However, genuine truth-seekers would think, ask questions, and meditate on the stories so as to arrive at an understanding of the great principles that Jesus was illustrating.  
So, our job is simple - care about what Jesus is teaching.  Look for the points Jesus is illustrating in parables and apply them to our lives.  As was the case with the multitude, Jesus rarely spells out the meaning. It is for true seekers to study, harmonize and apply.  

Read Matthew 13:1-13; Luke 8:4-8.  List the four soils AND the natural, physical characteristics of each soil that explains what happened to the seeds.  
1.  

 Soil  - 

2. 

 Soil  - 

3. 

 Soil  - 

4. 

 Soil  - 

Read Matthew 13:18-23; Luke 8:11-15.  Now list the assigned identities to the following people/things in the parable.  Describe who they are.  Don’t be afraid to put “I don’t know.”  Remember, parables are not spoken to assign meaning and significance to every character and event.  Answer based on what Jesus says.

a.  The sower - 

b.  The seed - 

c.  First soil - 

d.  Second soil - 

e.  Third soil - 

f.  Fourth soil - 

Questions to consider:

1.  With the first three soils, give practical ways Satan is working to destroy the word in their  

      hearts?

2.  Is Satan just not working on the fourth person?

3.  If the word is deeply rooted in one’s heart, what does Paul say will happen in his life when 
     Satan launches afflictions against him?  (2 Cor. 4:16-18)
4.  Are “thorns” that choke the word always things that, within themselves, are sinful?

5.  In the good soil, what does it mean that the crops produced different amounts?  And what did 
     all the crops have in common? 

6.  Read the following descriptions and tell which kind of ground represents that person’s heart:

a. He obeyed the gospel years ago, but now spends so much time in the business he operates or at the job he works that he has no time to study the Bible, assemble to worship, or teach his children about God.

b. He has long been a member of a religious body that teaches false doctrine, and he does not want to change.  Hence, he will not listen to those who attempt to show him what the Bible teaches.

c. He obeyed the gospel soon after hearing it; but when some began ridiculing him because he would not drink alcohol with them or go places with them on Sundays, he became unfaithful to avoid the ridicule.
d. He listened to the gospel and accepted it, even though it required him to forsake the religion he had practiced for many years.  His heart is devoted to the service of God, and he stands for what is right regardless of the opposition and ridicule he faces.

Lesson 2 – Two Separation Parables


              Wednesday, April 5th 2017
(The Tares – Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43; The Net – Matt. 13:47-50)

The Tares and the Wheat:

Read Matt. 13:24-30, 36-40.  Beside each ingredient for the parable list the associated meaning or identity:

The sower of good seed:

The field:

The good seed:

The tares:

The tare sower:

The harvest:

The reapers:
1.  What is the point of this parable?  What is Jesus prophesying to happen?

2.  Some use this parable to teach that brethren should not withdraw from or put away the 

     wicked, for the tares are allowed to grow with the wheat until the harvest.  Why is that a false 

     usage of this parable?

3.  If the kingdom is the world, why does He say, “they will gather out of His kingdom all 

     stumbling blocks?”  Is the field the earth or the kingdom?  Consider “kingdom” as it is 

     defined in Col. 1:13.

4.  As the righteous people living among the wicked in this world, what function should the 

     righteous be serving? (Matt. 5:16; Phil. 2:15-16)

5.  If Jesus can look down from heaven and clearly identify the tares and the wheat in the field, 

     what should be of greatest concern in our lives?

The Net:

Read Matthew 13:47-50.  Identify the characters of the parable and who they represent.  Again, if you don’t know, say so.  Not all figures in a parable carry significant meanings.

The Net:

Good fish:

Bad fish:

The beach:

The “containers”:

The fisherman:

1.  What is the point of the parable?  And how does this parable relate to the kingdom?

2.  When Jesus comes, He and His angels will separate the righteous and wicked as a shepherd 

      separates the ________________
 and the _________________ (Matt. 25:31-32).

3.  To the wicked, to those who reject His rule and dominion, Jesus will say, “Depart from Me, 

      ____________________ into the ______________________which has been prepared for the 
      ____________________
 and his _______________”  (Matt. 25:41).
4.  Once the fish are kept or thrown back, what is the duration of that separation?  (Matt. 25:46)
5.  These things being understood, what is the most important date in your future, and what can 

     you do to prepare for it?  (refer perhaps to the parables in your answer)
Lesson 3 – More Kingdom Parables


                     Sunday, April 9th 2017

This lesson will take a closer look at the kingdom of heaven.  This kingdom, I submit to you, is a combination of three things:  a King (Jesus), His law (God’s word), and His people (His church).  The Kingdom is in power right now, on earth, in a spiritual way.  In one phrase, the kingdom of heaven is - the rule of Jesus in the hearts of men.  (Col. 1:13).  These parables are designed to help us understand the Kingdom better. 
The Seed Growing - Mark 4:26-29 – In light of our first parable about the sower, the seed and the soil, this parable illuminates the same points in a different fashion.

Based on the previous parable (parable of the sower), identify the elements in this story:

The seed:  

The soil:

The crop:

The harvest:

What is the significance of the seed sprouting and growing, yet, “he himself does not know how”?  (Consider how the kingdom, the rule of Jesus, develops in men.  Consider whether the kingdom of Christ is achieved by outward efforts or through a hidden process in the hearts of men.)

Two parables on the Kingdom’s growth – The disciples could have become discouraged when people throughout the world were not suddenly and quickly brought into submission to the reign of Jesus.  These parables should have helped them out.

The Mustard Seed – Matt. 13:31-32; Mark 4:30-32 – This parable reminds us of the dream in Daniel 2, concerning the kingdoms’ of men and the little rock that was Christ’s kingdom.  

What is the significance of this parable? (Consider how small a mustard seed was at the beginning, but how large it would grow given time.)

The Leaven – Matt. 13:33 – Leaven is not often used in a good sense.  Many times (Matt. 16:6; I Cor. 5:6; Gal. 5:9) it used to illustrate the way evil can start so small and, given time, can affect everything around it.  Here, leaven is used to make a similar point; only this time it is a good influence.

What is the significance of this parable?  (Consider how what was hidden, so small, would eventually alter the whole bag of flour.)

Two parables on the Kingdom’s value – The Kingdom is in effect as we speak.  Jesus is the King, God’s word is His rule, and those who obey are His Church.  These parables help us understand how valuable it is.

The Hidden Treasure – Matt. 13:44 – On this one, be careful not to over-apply ever single syllable.  Based on what you know the kingdom to be, and the treasure of it, what is this parable teaching us?
What is the kingdom worth to you?  
The Pearl of Great Price – Matt. 13:45-46 – This parables carries the same idea. Note, how did the merchant find the great pearl?  By accident?  And what did he do once he found it?  

What should you do, once you’ve found the blessings of the kingdom of God?  
Questions: (for class discussion if time permits)

1. When the word is sown in a man’s heart, we cannot see the word working within him, but what can we see?

2. When Jesus began His reign, what could have discouraged the disciples?

3. Leaven is always used in the Bible to illustrate the spreading of evil.  True or False

4. By what means would the kingdom spread?

5. In the book of Acts, did threats, beatings, arrests, or murder of saints cause the spreading of the word to stop or did it continue to grow? (Acts 12:24)

6. What can you do to help the kingdom to continue its growth?

7. In the parable of the hidden treasure, what did the man do when he found treasure hidden in a field?

8. In the parable of the pearl, what did the merchant do when he found the pearl of great price?

9. Why are the blessings of the kingdom so valuable that you would give up anything to have them?

10. Read Romans 8:18.  What is greater than all this earth, including its sufferings?

Lesson 4 - The Unmerciful Servant




Wednesday, April 12th 2017

(Matt. 18:21-35)

Vs 21-22 – Peter asks how often he should forgive a brother who repeatedly sins against him.  Peter thinks he is being quite generous in suggesting that he should do it seven times.  However, Jesus teaches Peter not to keep count.  A Christian should have a loving, forgiving heart, and his heart does not change after he has extended forgiveness a certain number of times.

Vs 23-35 - Jesus tells the following parable of the unmerciful servant to illustrate His point:

Read Verses 23-27 – Answer the following questions about the mercy shown to the slave:

1. How much money did the slave owe?

2. Considering that figure, if the king sold the man, his wife, children, and all his possessions, would that recoup the debt?

3. What does it mean to say he “prostrated himself before him” (NASB)?

4. What emotion did the lord feel and what did he do?  Was this an enormous thing to do?

5. How does this section of the parable compare to the kingdom of heaven???

Read Verses 28-34 – Now answer the following questions about the LACK of mercy shown by the forgiven slave to another slave who owes him a debt.

1. Who approached whom in their heated conversation?

2. How much did the slave owe him in comparison to his previous debt to the lord?

3. After the slave threw the other in prison, how did it affect his fellow slaves?

4. Once the lord heard of this, what did he do?

5. How does this section of the parable compare to the kingdom of heaven???

Read Verse 35 – Forgiveness is a matter of the 

.  It is done freely and willingly because the debt God has forgiven us is so much 

 than the debts our brethren owe us.  Besides, if we are unwilling to forgive our brethren sincerely from the heart, then our Father will become 

 and will do the 

 to us.

Question:  Is this parable teaching that forgiveness is unconditional?

Jesus makes it conditional – Luke 17:3-4

The Christian’s forgiveness is modeled after God’s – Eph. 4:32

God does not forgive unconditionally – Acts 2:38; 8:22
The point of the parable is not to forgive all debts without being asked, for then we would be allowing our brethren to live on in sin.  The point is the heart of forgiveness.  Walking around so willing to give it, seeking to give it, with all your heart, because God has forgiven you so much, so infinitely more.  

Two Final Questions:

1) How should the truth of this parable affect the way we pray for mercy to God?

2) How should this parable affect the way we interact with those who sin against us?

Lesson 5 – The Good Samaritan




        Sunday April 16th 2017
(Luke 10:25-37)

Read Verses 25-29 – Background for the parable.  

Considering this background, why did Jesus speak the parable of the Good Samaritan?

Interesting this man was a lawyer.  That is, he was trained the Law of Moses.  His lack of understanding makes its own point:  what good is knowing the letter of the law if we can’t emotionally embrace the practical purpose of the law?  Like, “love your neighbor?”

What did Jesus say about these two commands on another occasion? (Matt. 22:40)
Is it logical to directly and definitely connect compassion for neighbor with inheriting eternal life?  Can I have one without the other?

Read Verses 30-35 – For each of the following characters explain what you can about them, including, if possible, their nationality, and the reasons for their actions.
The man who was attacked: 

The Priest:

The Levite:

The Samaritan: (Tell a little about the nationality, as well as the extent to which he showed compassion)
Read Verses 36-37 – Finish the sentence:  A neighbor is someone who shows 

   on any who have 

; and a disciple of Christ doesn’t ask “who’s my neighbor,” but “am I being a 
     
   .”

Questions to consider:

1.  In the parable, Jesus uses a man who’s been robbed to illustrate how to be a neighbor.  Can you list some other passages that teach us, as Christians, what it means to be a good neighbor?  (Hint:  Take a look at Romans 12)

2.  What did Paul say in Galatians 6:10 about the work we are all to do?  Contextually, what does it mean to “do good to all men?”

3.   According to Matthew 9:36, is physical need the only kind of need that should stir feelings of compassion and the desire to help?  Explain.

Lesson 6 – Two Parables on Prayer



 Wednesday April 19th 2017

Luke is the only writer who records both of our Lord’s parables on prayer.  This is interesting in view of Luke’s greater emphasis on the prayer life of Jesus.  Luke is the only writer who mentions Jesus praying 1) when the Holy Spirit descended on him (3:21), 2) before choosing the twelve apostles (6:12-13), 3) at Caesarea Philippi before eliciting Peter’s confession that he was the Christ, the Son of God (9:18), and 4) on the Mount of Transfiguration (9:28).

The Friend at Midnight – Luke 11:5-13

Read Luke 11:5-8

Firstly, describe the story Jesus tells and what it teaches us about our prayers to the Father.

Read Luke 11:11-13

Secondly, describe the situation with the father and son and what it teaches us about praying to God.

The Holy Spirit is the focal gift from God in this text.  But is this advice limited to those Christians awaiting the Holy Spirit, or can you too draw usable knowledge from this?
Read Luke 11:9-10 

Finally, What three things ought we to do if we have a need of our Father?  Do these verses mean that God will answer every prayer?  

What 2 requisites are necessary for God to answer the door when we knock?  Note these verses:

James 1:5-8 - 







I John 5:14 – 

The Shamelessly Persistent Widow – Luke 18:1-8

Read the whole parable.  

This parable, like the one above it is not about assigning identities.  For instance, God is not the corrupt judge of this parable.  The purpose is to illuminate the goodness of God by comparison.  

Note how the unrighteous judge answered the persistent woman, and how does that compare with how God will answer you?

Why did Jesus tell this parable?

How could the brethren become discouraged by their persecution and powerful oppressors, and what about this parable will bring them comfort?

Faith is visible to Jesus.  As our previous parables have suggested, when a heart is pure and faithful, visible fruit is bore.  Based on this parable, when Jesus comes back, how will he know the faithful?

Thought Questions:

1. Is a fervent prayer life important to receiving the blessings of God?  How important?  Why?  

2. Define a “fervent prayer life.”  (I Thess. 5:17)

3. Jesus knew, Vs 1, if they lost focus, the disciples would “lose heart.”  Have you ever “lost heart” in prayer, and why does that sometimes happen?

Lesson 7 – The Rich Fool 




 
        Sunday April 23rd 2017

Luke 12:13-21

This is an incredibly powerful parable for a couple of key reasons.  One, it goes right to the heart of very real and modern problems: materialism and selfishness and greed.  People care about their stuff, and that’s about it.  Jesus deals with that kind of thinking.  Another is because of the interruption of Jesus’ sermon.  He’s preaching right along, when someone speaks up and asks for financial assistance – classic!  

Read Luke 12:13-15

In verses 8-12 Jesus is preaching about who He is and the power of the Holy Spirit.  Then, in verse 13, a man yells out, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me.”

Based on Jesus response to this man, what important lesson does He want the people to understand?

What does Jesus mean by “greed?”  Hint:  go ahead and examine the parable.

Read Luke 12:16-19

This man is the typical American.  He represents just about every commercial and billboard and icon in our country.  He is all about himself and his stuff.  In verses 17-19, note how many references the man makes to himself (i.e. I, my, you, your)  then note how many references he makes to other people.  

Note these “Characteristics of Selfishness:”

Selfish thinking – Vs 17

Selfish speech – Vs 18-19

Selfish satisfaction – Vs 19

In what very specific ways can we sometimes be like this man?

Read Luke 12:20-21

Likened unto our parables on the separation, judgment day can come at any moment.  It comes for this man and he is unprepared.  There is a very important point to always remember from this story.  Note the verses and fill in the blanks:  One day there will be an eternal separation of my 
    and my  
            !

Is it wrong to have things?  To save things?  To want more things? 

 If so, where did this man go wrong?  (Track those Pronouns!)

Though we might spend time gaining physical things, what important principle does must we always realize in James 1:9-11; Eccl. 5:13-16? 

Explain, in detail, what it means to be “not rich toward God.”  Be sure and check out I Timothy 6:17-19.
Read Luke 12:22-31 – Immediately after this description of greed and the warnings of judgment, what topic does Jesus address next?  What are some super important principles He delivers in 12:23 and 12:31???

Thought Questions:

1. Back to the man in the crowd.  What are some real and practical things you can do in your mind in order not to become that fellow?

2. Now to the man in the parable.  What are some real and practical things you can do in your life in order not to become that poor soul?

Lesson 8 – Two Repentance Parables



 Wednesday April 26th 2017

Repentance is a pivotal part of serving Jesus.  In Acts 2:38 we read, “Repent and be baptized for the forgiveness of sins.”  In Acts 3:19, “repent and turn, so that your sins may be wiped away.”  Or Acts 26:20 – “repent and turn to God, performing deeds appropriate to repentance.”  It is for forgiveness of sins, that your sins be wiped away, and involves a change of lifestyle and deeds.  

The two parables of Jesus listed below help to give us a more complete understanding of what repentance is.

The Fig Tree – Luke 13:6-9

First, read Luke 13:1-5 – What point has Jesus just made concerning perishing?
What is the difference between a group of heathens crushed by a building and a group of unfaithful religious people who die of old age in their sleep?

Now read 13:6-9.  What is the main point of this parable?  (Consider the Jewish nation to whom Jesus is speaking.)

In what ways is the vineyard owner like God? (Romans 11:22)
In what ways is the vineyard keeper like God?  (II Peter 3:9)

Two Sons – Matthew 21:28-32

Look back a few verses (at least verse 23) and determine who Jesus was talking to.  Tell me about these people.  Were they believers in Jesus?  Did they attack other people?
Read the parable.  Did the listeners give the right answer?  

Why did Jesus answer them so harshly?

Of the two sons, which one were they more like? 

Which of the two sons were the tax collectors and prostitutes more like?

What does this parable, or the situation surrounding it, teach us about repentance?

Jesus references John the Baptist in the parable.  What message had John the Baptist been preaching? (Matt. 3:2)

Read Matthew 3:8-10 – What did John say about those who would not bear fruit of repentance?

Thought Questions:

1.  When it comes to repentance, what is the difference between intentions and actions? 

2.  Matthew 12:41 – In what way should we imitate Nineveh and in what way should we NOT imitate the scribes and Pharisees?
3.  Acts 17:30-31 – To whom is the message of repentance delivered?
4.  In what practical ways can an understanding of repentance help someone who has already become a Christian?

Lesson 9 – The Great Supper




        Sunday April 30th 2017

(Luke 14:15-24)

Background of the parable – Read 14:1-14.  Jesus is a guest eating in the home of one of the chief Pharisees.  He has taught his fellow guests a lesson on humility and taught his host a lesson on respect of persons.  Then one of the guests says, “Blessed is everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God.”  The Jews picture the kingdom as being ushered in by a great banquet.  This guest views himself as one who surely will participate in that blessing.  Jesus, however, gives a parable designed to teach that many Jews who expect to enjoy the blessings of the kingdom will not do so.

Using your understanding of the message of the kingdom, also in view of Jesus’ Jewish audience, assign spiritual values to these different parts of the parable.

The Invitation:  Read 14:15-17

The man giving the dinner:

The dinner itself:

Those who’d been invited:

The Excuses:  Read 14:18-20

The excuse about the piece of land:

(list related, modern day excuses used in connection with the kingdom)

The excuse about the yoke of oxen:

The excuse concerning the man’s wife:

The Host’s Response:  Read 14:21-24

The angry host:

The instruction given by the host:

The host’s final words:

Application of the Parable:

1.  First, what are the blessings of the kingdom feast?

2.  Why would the Jews not enjoy it?

3.  Had they been or would they be invited first, before any others?

4.  How can we sometimes be like these foolish Jews?

5.  What does this parable teach you about the kingdom of God?

6.  2 Thess. 2:14 shows how one is invited to the feast:  

He is 

 by the 


.  

7.  Is there any valid reason to decline the invitation of the gospel to our Lord’s spiritual feast?

8.  Follow-up to Q7 – Then why do so many people decline it?

Lesson 10 – Parables of God’s Concern for Sinners
                Wednesday May 3rd 2017

Luke 15

I am convinced that any study that considers the emotions of God has the potential to be life-changing.  It is, I am convinced, our ability to see the face of God, to know His feelings, that will be a guiding light throughout our lives.  These three parables help us to do those things.  These three parables are designed by Jesus so that you could feel what God feels when people turn their backs on Him, and how He feels while they are gone, and how God feels when they return.  These parables, if kept fresh in our minds, will keep us from ever wondering away from Him.

Read Luke 15:1-2 – Based on this setting, why did Jesus tell this series of parables?

Read Luke 15:3-7 – The Lost Sheep

Translate the point of this parable by describing the attitude and actions in this story:

Man when he lost 1 sheep:  

Man when he found the 1 sheep: 

How can it be said that more joy is there for the 1 sinner who repents than the 99 who “need no repentance?”

Read Luke 15:8-10 – The Lost Coin

Translate the point of this parable by describing the attitude and actions in this story:

Woman when the coin is lost:

Woman when she finds the coin:

Who rejoices when a sinner repents?  Is it fair to say that your actions affect the emotions and reactions of God and His angels???

Read Luke 15:11-31 – The Lost Son

Translate the point of this parable by describing the attitude and actions in this story:

The boy’s attitue when he chose to leave:

The father’s emotions when the boy left: 

The boy after he’d been gone a while:

The boy when he approached his father:

The father when the boy was coming home:

The second son when he heard of the party:

The father when he approached the second son:

Questions to Consider:

1. What do I need to know about how God feels about us?  While we are sinning?  When we repent?

2. How can we sometimes be like the prodigal son?

3. How can we sometimes be like the second son in the story?

Lesson 11 – The Unjust Steward




           Sunday May 7th 2017

(Luke 16:1-11)

This parable is a little tough at first reading.  We wonder, “am is supposed to NOT be like the unjust steward” or “should I be like the steward in certain ways?”  Try, as you read, to make the jump in your mind from physical to spiritual.  The steward was shrewd concerning material goals, and that is not good.  But should we be just as determined concerning our spiritual goals?  And how can we use our physical things (money perhaps) to ensure a place to stay in heaven?  These are some questions you might find an answer to in this section of Jesus’ teaching.  

Verses 1-3 – What is the steward’s problem?

Verses 4-7 – What was his solution to the problem?

Verses 8a – How did the steward’s lord react to this solution?

Define the word “shrewd.”

What does it mean for Christ to say that “the sons of this age are more shrewd in relation to their own kind than the sons of light?”

It what ways should you NOT want to be like the steward in the parable?

In what ways, if any, should you want to be like the steward?

Explain verse 9.  Consider that your physical possessions are tools you may use on earth.  “Friends” in the text may be heavenly beings.  And when the physical possessions rust away, you want to be in heaven with your “friends.”

Also consider that “wealth of unrighteousness” does not mean ill-gotten gain.  No more than “unrighteous wealth” means sinful gain in verse 11.  The concept is that earthly wealth is nothing in comparison to “true riches” in verse 11.  
What are some very real ways you can be spiritually shrewd with your life to ensure a heavenly home among “friends?”

What are some very real ways you can be spiritually shrewd with your money to ensure a heavenly home among “friends?”

Note that it is not at all a stretch to connect your use of your money with your spiritual condition: 

I Tim. 6:17-19; Eph. 4:28; Heb. 13:16.  

How does verse 11 bring all of this together?  What does it teach us?

Bonus Material – Thoughts from Kris on this.

Two takes on Luke 16:1-13

1. SARCASM

a. The steward had been unjust from beginning to end.  He was unwise with his master’s money.  He was wise and prudent later, but only for his own good.  He was self-centered and unrighteous with that which had been entrusted to him.

b. Vs 9 – Jesus knew that not only disciples (1) but materialistic Pharisees (14) were listening.  So, He makes a sarcastic comment.  Maybe, by “wealth of unrighteousness” he means ungodly gain, money gained by selfish pursuits or by cheating someone else.  Go ahead, make that money and use it to make friends in the world, and when it fails, lets see if those friends will receive you into heaven.  (Obviously they would not.)

c. Vs 11 – If you can’t even be faithful concerning stealing and selfish gain, do you really think you will receive heaven.

d. The point:  (Vs 13) – Don’t focus on money at the expense of the one who entrusted it to you.  Don’t focus on selfish gain or ill gotten gain, as if money really means something.  If you do, you will never see heaven.

2. COMPARISON

a. First, we learn what “unrighteous wealth” means by what it is compared to.  

b. Acts 17:30 – We learn what the first part means by its comparison to the second. 

c. In our text, “unrighteous wealth” by itself sounds evil.  But if I say it in comparison to “the true” or “the true riches.”  If I compare the “unrighteous riches” to the “true riches” what do I mean by unrighteous?  Not heavenly!  Earthly.

d. So, vs 9, Use your earthly mammon with which you’ve been entrusted wisely, shrewdly, that you may please God and be received into heaven when it all is burned up.

e. And, vs 11, If you can’t be faithful in the use of earthly wealth, who will entrust you with the wealth of heaven.

f. I still lean towards this interpretation because of vs 12.  God has entrusted you with earthly wealth, not sinful wealth, but earthly.  If you can’t be faithful with that, then what makes you think He’ll give you heaven.

g.  The point:  (V 13) – Don’t focus on money at the expense of the one who entrusted it to you.  Don’t be so focused on gain here, that you lose focus on the one who gave it and will take it away. 

Lesson 12 – The Pharisee and the Publican 


   Wednesday May 10th 2017

Luke 18:9-14

Jesus speaks this parable to those who trust in their own righteousness and view other with disdain.  The Pharisees are in this category, and a Pharisee is one of the two characters described in the parable.  The other is a publican (a tax collector).  Both men go to the temple to pray, but there is no similarity between their prayers.

First, before we get into the parable, look back to Luke 18:1, the preceding parable, and list some reasons why Jesus might tie these two together.

Read Luke 18:9 – Before even analyzing the parable, explain in greater detail the kind of people Jesus is referring to here.  There are no Pharisees around us in 2004, but how are people often like this?

Read Luke 18:10-14 – We know they are both in temple to pray.  For each listed below, describe their character, their posture, or at least their attitudes:
The Pharisee:

The publican:

Following the prayers, Jesus explains their conditions.

What does it mean for the publican to be “justified”?  What does that word mean?

If the Pharisee was doing so many good things and being so righteous, why was he not justified?

Let us examine the attitude required to be in the kingdom of Heaven:  In the following verses, note what God expects in the hearts of His people:
Matthew 5:3 – 

Joel 2:12-13 – 

James 4:9-10 – (must I be miserable to be a Christian?)

2 Cor. 7:10 – 

Pride is a killer.  We begin to think our lives and choices justify us before God, and it causes us to feel better or more worthy than others.  In the following verses, how is it that I will be saved?

Romans 3:9-10, 23 - 

Ephesians 2:8-9 - 

What part do my actions play into it?  (Heb. 5:9)

In our parable, what did the Pharisee do that we have no right to do?  (Eph. 2:8-9)

So, in the parable, the one who boasts of his works is not justified and the one who submits himself to God is justified.  However, we must obey Christ to be saved (Acts 2:38).  Yet, we are not to think our works will save us (Eph. 2:8-9). 

Explain how both of these statements can be true.

Lesson 13 – The Laborers in the Vineyard



         Sunday May 14th 2017

Background of the Parable:  (Read Matt. 19:16-30)

In verses 16-26, who does Jesus address, and what is His point?  

In verses 27-30, who does Jesus address here?

(Vs 27-28) – What is Peter’s question all about?


(side question:  when and how would the 12 serve on the thrones?)


(Vs 29) – What is Jesus point?  When would blessings be gained for sacrifices made?


(Vs 30) – What is Jesus response to Peter’s question in verse 27?

The Parable:  (Read Matt. 20:1-16)

Check out your margins or footnotes for help here: list your best guess at the clock time for each:


When the first laborers started:


Third hour:


Sixth hour:


Ninth hour:


Eleventh hour:


When all laborers were paid:

Based on whom Jesus is addressing and the statement in 19:30, 

what do these parts of the story represent:


The landowner:

The denarius all received:


Laborers who started in the morning: (keep in mind vs. 11-12)


Laborers who started at sixth hour:


Laborers who started at eleventh hour:

Are the first laborers angry because they were paid too little, 

or the late comers were paid too much?
How did the land owner respond to the grumbling laborers?

Okay, the point of the parable lies in vs. 16, also stated in 19:30.  Based on the parable, what does Jesus mean by this??? (Note vs 8 in your reasoning).

Lesson 14 – The Parable of the Minas  



   Wednesday May 17th 2017


Luke 19:11-27

Read vs. 11

The reason for the parable is clearly stated.  Jesus was heading to Jerusalem for the last time.  Shortly after His arrival, He will be crucified.  The disciples, however, think that upon their arrival in Jerusalem, Jesus will begin his reign over a glorious earthly kingdom.  In response to that expectation, Jesus tells this parable.  The parable teaches that they are not about to receive the kind of honor and glory they expect.  Jesus will have to go away and return before defeating his enemies and rewarding his servants.  In the meantime, they will have to serve patiently.  

Read Vs 12-15 – For each of the phrases from the parable, explain their meaning. (Give additional scripture to support your answer)  (hint:  think about current spiritual kingdom)

“A nobleman went to a distant country to receive a kingdom for himself”

“and then return”

“he called ten of his slaves, and gave them ten minas and said to them, “Do business with   this until I come back”

“But his citizens hated him and sent a delegation after him, saying, “We do not want this man to reign over us.”

“When he returned, after receiving his kingdom, he ordered that these slaves, to whom he had given the money, be called to him so that he might know what business they had done”

Read Vs 16-27 – This text helps us understand what will happen when Christ return.

Based on this section of the parable, answer the following questions:

1. How will Jesus judge faithfulness when He returns?

2. How are Christians to be like the five minas man?

3. How are “God’s people” sometimes like the one mina man?

4. What mistake did the one mina man make in his analysis of the nobleman? (vs 21)

5. Based on the parable so far, what is meant by Verse 26.

6. What was the outcome for those who rejected the nobleman’s kingship? (II Thess 1:7-9)

7. Did the one mina man end up any better than the complete rejecters of the King?

Extra Credit Question:  Is this the same parable as the talents in Matthew 25?  

If so, prove it.  If not, prove it.  

Final comment:  When Jesus returns every person will fall into one of three categories:  

(1) faithful servants 

(2) those who committed themselves to serve but are not faithful 

(3) enemies who reject his rule.  

And only (1) will be allowed to live with the King in Heaven!

Lesson 15 – The Wicked Vine-Growers



          Sunday May 21st 2017

Matt. 21:33-46

Jesus is in Jerusalem during the week of his crucifixion.  This is the second of three parables Jesus addresses to the Jewish leaders who are planning to kill him.  The first was the Parable of the Two Sons, where He rebuked them for claiming to love God but not accepting John the Baptist or Jesus.  (Matt. 21:28-32; Lesson 8).  

Read the whole section – 33-46.

Given the context (vs 23-32), try and assign meanings to the given parts of the parable:

The Landowner:

The Vineyard:

The Vine-Growers:

The Harvest Time:

The Slaves who are beaten, killed, stoned:

The Son of the Landowner:

Bringing wretches to a wretched end:

Rent out the vineyard to other vine-growers:

Now assign meanings to the words Jesus speaks following the parable:

The Stone which the builders rejected:

Explain verse 44.

Questions of Application:

Israel, that is, the people of Jesus’ time, failed to produce the fruit God sought from His vineyard.  What fruit does God seek from his people now? (Gal. 5:22-23)

So, do I bear those fruit for my own good or to offer to the Lord?

How do I know if I am a vine-grower in the kingdom of God?  Is that a measurable thing?  

Final thoughts:  Israel, having rejected the workers of God and God’s son, would lose the care and protection of God.  That protection and care would go to another people.  Another nation would enjoy that privilege – a nation consisting of those who would produce the fruit God seeks.  That nation consists of Christians, those who submit to the teachings of Christ.  These constitute a holy nation (I Pet. 2:9).  In Christ, Jews and Gentiles are reconciled to God in one body and are fellow citizens of our Lord’s kingdom (Eph. 2:16,19).  In other words, God’s people would be united by faith in Christ’s blood, not in their own blood line.  

Lesson 16 – The Marriage Feast 




   Wednesday May 24th 2017

Matthew 22:1-14
Jesus is in Jerusalem during the last week of His life when he speaks this parable – the third in a series of parables in which he addressees the Jewish leaders who are planning to kill Him.  This parable is similar to the parable of the Great Supper, which He has previously given; but Jesus delivers this parable on a different occasion, and it includes elements not found in that parable.  

Background for the parable:  Read Matt. 21:45-46; 22:15

· Who is present for this parable, and why is that important?  

Read Matt. 22:1-14

Give a spiritual identity to as many of the characters as you can in this parable.  In other words, how will this scene play out in connection with the real kingdom of God?  If possible, give a verse from another location to back up your answer: (feel free to put “I don’t know” if need be)

The King:

The Son:

The Wedding Feast:

Messenger Slaves:

Those who had been invited:

The armies that destroyed the mistreated the slaves:

All those the slaves found in the streets: (those not initially invited)

The man who was there, but improperly dressed:

Okay, now based on your answers and the parable as a whole, explain Matthew 22:14.  

(It might be helpful to note that some manuscripts have this same phrase uses in Matthew 19:30 at the end of the parable of the Vineyard Laborers.)

A few final questions:

1)  Jesus begins (vs 1) by saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to…”  In what way does this parable compare to the kingdom: rule, dominion, and people of Christ?

2)  How is it that both “good and evil” were “gathered together” for this feast?  Will evil people be gathered into the kingdom of heaven?

3)  Look at Vs 1, and the reason for the feast to begin with.  Why do you think the people who were invited did not go?  Even though they were first on the list and first to be invited?

Lesson 17 – The Ten Virgins 



          
         Sunday May 28th 2017

Matt. 25:1-13

Read the whole section: Vs 1-13. 

1)  In what very specific ways were the five received virgins prudent? 

     (And why do you think they were so prepared?)

2)  In what very specific ways were the five rejected virgins foolish?  

     (And why did they make these mistakes?)

3)  What is the point of this parable? 

4)  Explain verse 13

5)  See how many passages in your New Testament you can locate that either says the same thing 

     or makes the same point. 

(Now lets discuss how this parable compares to the kingdom of heaven [v1])

We have been discussing the kingdom of heaven periodically throughout our study.  It appears, especially in Matthew’s gospel, to represent a trilogy of important pieces:  Jesus the King, His Will and Word, and the People who submit to it - and especially His dominion over the saints.  It is the kingdom from heaven, created on this earth when Jesus was raised from the dead.

Read this quote by J.W. McGarvey, late 19th century gospel preacher before you answer the questions on the next page. 

“The foolish virgins are not the unconverted, for they make no preparation; they are not apostates, for they, after waiting at their post for a time, abandon it and go their way; but they evidently represent those who enter the Church and stand at their post until the bridegroom comes, and are then found without sufficient preparation to meet him.  They make the preparation which they are led by their own indolence or indifference to regard as sufficient, and content themselves with that, knowing that they run some risk of being lost.  All who allow themselves any questionable indulgences; all who neglect any of the ordinances of God; and all who are indifferent about soundness in the faith as it is in Christ, belong to this class”  (New Testament Commentary, 1875)

1) In our parable, were the foolish virgins in the kingdom of heaven at one point?

2) If so, do they represent those who have been saved and are waiting for Jesus, but during that time regress and fail to stay prepared and then lose their salvation?

3) If not, do they represent the lost who are invited to be saved, but don’t come with a prudent heart and full preparatory obedience, and hence are never saved, and of course are rejected on the last day?

4) Either way you take it, what is the absolute, very practical, don’t miss it, message Jesus is sending here that needs to be applied in your life?

5) In the parable, early on as all ten went out, what might the foolish virgins with their light lamps been thinking about the prudent virgins with the full ones?  

6) Note this quote from McGarvey: “The wise virgins always appear too scrupulous in the eyes of the foolish.”  Sound familiar in our religious world and even among brethren?  Explain.

Lesson 18 – The Talents 




               Wednesday May 31st 2017

Matthew 25:14-30

We should all be familiar with this particular parable.  It is one of the most quoted, taught and known of all that Jesus told.  In the following section, give the spiritual identity or explanation for each in the parable:

“a man about to go on a journey”

“his own slaves”

“entrusted his positions to them”

“the one who had received the five talents”

“the one who had received the two”

“he who received the one talent”

“after a long time the master of those slaves came”

Explain a few of the verses we read therein:

Vs 21: “You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things…”

Vs 24:  “Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow and gathering 

where you scattered no seed…”

Vs 29: “For to everyone who has, more shall be given, and he will have an abundance; but from the one who does not have, even what he does have shall be taken away.”

Write down at least five “talents” that Jesus has entrusted to you, (you specifically), below:


1.  


2.  


3.  


4.  


5.

Now, in very specific terms, explain how you can multiply these talents for Christ, and ensure a joyful response from Him when He returns to check on you:

