The Role of the Old Testament for the Christian
Hebrews 8:6-13—This is one of any number of passages to which we could turn to show that the Christian is not under the Old Law—the Old Covenant, but under the new Covenant through Jesus Christ.
And we know that this change from the Old Covenant to the New is not a change in the nature of God, but a change in the nature of the covenants.  There is a change from a largely physical law to a largely spiritual one.  A change from the Law of Moses to the Law of Christ.  A change from often immediate judgment by God to deferred eternal judgment by God.

Hebrews 9:11-12—Not of this creation.  The emphasis is not on the physical sacrifices and physical lineage anymore.  There is no physical kingdom, no physical land.  This is a spiritual kingdom and a spiritual covenant with a spiritual homeland.  And indeed it is far better, established on better promises—salvation and eternal life.

Which brings us to our question of the evening:

What then was the role of the Old Covenant?  For our purposes we’ll use the term collectively to include the whole Old Testament.  If the NT is what we’re under and it’s better—why even have the OT?  What good is it to us today? 
Romans 15:4  “For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.”

I.  Written for our Learning that we might have hope:

The Old Testament Teaches us about God, Man, and our Relationship with one another.

How would we know about these things unless it was revealed to us?  We wouldn’t!

Psalm 19

As we stated earlier, the covenant has changed—but God doesn’t change:

Malachi 3:6  “For I am the LORD, I do not change;”

Hebrews 13:8  “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”

Thus, the OT was necessary to teach us principles about God—and about us that we need to know. These are principles that have not changed and will not change:

Sin has consequences—immediate and eternal.  

God always has a law to govern man:  whether it is the Moral Law, Patriarchal Law, Law of Moses, or Law of Christ. God’s Word is Law.

God does not Change.

God is loving, kind, merciful.

That God is the righteous judge.

God is a jealous God.

He is the only one who can save us from the mess we’re in!

Teaches us about righteous living.

Directly:  Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon.  
Indirectly:  The examples of righteous and wicked people.

Proves our Lost Condition:

Genesis 5  And he died... 

We’re lost and dying and we need help!
And the Old Law proved that we couldn’t “save ourselves”—but we needed God to save us.

Hebrews 10:1-4
Galatians 3:24-25

II.  A Tutor to bring us to Christ:

On a surface level, the OT Show’s Christ’s lineage:  Matthew 1:1, 17—We know about these people, the events that led to Christ because of the OT.  
Prophecies/Promises of the Christ (Messiah) to Come

Promises to Adam, Abraham and David.  Through their seed Satan and death would be defeated, all nations of the earth would be blessed, and God would establish his eternal kingdom.
Prophecies of the Christ in 

Isaiah 7:14

Micah 5:2

Psalm 22

Isaiah 53

Psalm 16:10

Foreshadowing of Christ

Hebrews 10:1-4, 10—Sacrifices a “shadow” of Christ’s sacrifice.
Not just in the sacrifices of the Law of Moses—but in Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac in Genesis 22, characters of Joseph and Moses (Acts 7),  

Laid the Foundation for Christ’s Kingdom

Matthew 5:17
Practically:

Though we are not subject to the commands of the Old Testament, we need to read and study it to properly understand God, who He is, what He expects from us, and His plan for our redemption.  We can’t fully appreciate the New Covenant until we understand the Old.
