The Responsibility And Relationship Of The Church To The Elders
I. The Sheep Are To Recognize The Shepherd

1 Thessalonians 5:12 And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among you, and are over you in the Lord and admonish you

John 10:4-5 And when he brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice.  5 Yet they will by no means follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers." 
John 10:14 I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own. 
II. Follow The Example Of Their Faith
Hebrews 13:7 Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you, whose faith follow, considering the outcome of their conduct.
1 Peter 5:3 nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; 
III. Obey And Be Submissive To The Elders

Hebrews 13:17 Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you. 
Acts 20:30 Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves. 
Acts 5:29 But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: "We ought to obey God rather than men. 

IV. Do Not Receive An Accusation Against An Elder

1 Timothy 5:19-22 Do not receive an accusation against an elder except from two or three witnesses. 20 Those who are sinning rebuke in the presence of all, that the rest also may fear. 21 I charge you before God and the Lord Jesus Christ and the elect angels that you observe these things without prejudice, doing nothing with partiality. 22 Do not lay hands on anyone hastily, nor share in other people's sins; keep yourself pure.

V. Highly Esteem And Honor The Elders

1 Thessalonians 5:13  and to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake. Be at peace among yourselves. 

1 Timothy 5:17 Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in the word and doctrine.

