The Christian Work Ethic

1 Timothy 5:8 But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
Ephesians 4:28 Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, working with his hands what is good, that he may have something to give him who has need. 

1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 that you also aspire to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you, 12 that you may walk properly toward those who are outside, and that you may lack nothing. 

 I. Hard Diligent Work Brings Profit
Colossians 3:22 Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God.

Proverbs 14:23 In all labor there is profit, But idle chatter leads only to poverty. 
Proverbs 13:4 The soul of a lazy man desires, and has nothing; But the soul of the diligent shall be made rich. 

Ecclesiastes 9:10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might; for there is no work or device or knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you are going.  NKJV
II. Develop Your Skills In Your Work

Ecclesiastes 10:10 If the ax is dull, And one does not sharpen the edge, Then he must use more strength; But wisdom brings success. NKJV
Proverbs 22:29 Do you see a man who excels in his work? He will stand before kings; He will not stand before unknown men.  NKJV
III. Use All Your Diverse Abilities

Ecclesiastes 11:6  In the morning sow your seed, And in the evening do not withhold your hand; For you do not know which will prosper, Either this or that, Or whether both alike will be good.  NKJV
   IV. Use Good Tools And Good Workers

Proverbs 14:4 Where no oxen are, the trough is clean; But much increase comes by the strength of an ox.
Proverbs 26:10 Like an archer who wounds at random is he who hires a fool or any passer-by.

V. Go Through Open Doors And Seize The Opportunity Of The Moment 

Proverbs 10:4-5 He who has a slack hand becomes poor, But the hand of the diligent makes rich. 5 He who gathers in summer  is a wise son; He who sleeps in harvest  is a son who causes shame. 
Proverbs 30:25 The ants are a people not strong, Yet they prepare their food in the summer; 

VI. Do Not Try To Get Rich Quick

Proverbs 23:4-5 Do not wear yourself out to get rich; have the wisdom to show restraint. 5 Cast but a glance at riches, and they are gone, for they will surely sprout wings and fly off to the sky like an eagle. 
Proverbs 28:22 A man with an evil eye hastens after riches, And does not consider that poverty will come upon him. NKJV
Proverbs 28:19 He who works his land will have abundant food, but the one who chases fantasies will have his fill of poverty. 

 VII. Have Nothing To Do With Ill-gotten Income

Proverbs 16:8 Better a little with righteousness than much gain with injustice. 

Proverbs 20:17 Bread gained by deceit is sweet to a man, But afterward his mouth will be filled with gravel. NKJV
Proverbs 10:16 The wages of the righteous bring them life, but the income of the wicked brings them punishment.  

Proverbs 13:11 Wealth gained by dishonesty will be diminished, But he who gathers by labor will increase.  
