Practical Personal Evangelism--Revised
The religion of Christ is, fundamentally a teaching religion.

Blueprint for evangelism:  2 Timothy 2:2—We understand this, but I think sometimes we don’t quite understand HOW we should go about doing it. 1.  Right Expectations; 2.  Right Attitude;  3.  Take Action.
Requirements of doing Personal Evangelism:
I.  Right Expectations

--Kingdom mind set.  

Col 3:2  “Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.” 
We must remind ourselves that the goal is not to fill the building, but the Kingdom.  
While we are to strive to get as many people as we possibly can to obey the gospel, our ultimate goal is for them to get to heaven.  There physical presence here, while a good start, isn’t enough.  Physical numbers are not a good indicator of spiritual strength.  

Even worse, there are some who are willing to do anything to fill the building, including trying to use something other than God’s word to bring people to Christ.  
--We must remember that the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation. (Rom. 1:16,17).  

The Bible makes it perfectly clear that we are equipped with all we need to do God’s work right here.  The Word of God is POWERFUL, and we can not forget how powerful it really is or be tricked into thinking that time has somehow reduced its effectiveness. It has the power, and it is the only way to win souls. 
As Romans 10:17  says, “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”  So many people in religion think that faith is just a blind, stupid belief, but that’s not really the picture that the NT paints.

Our faith, and thus how we live as Christians should be based on the Word.  And when we go out seeking the lost it should be the Word that we use to try and persuade their hearts and minds because it is the tool Christ has given us.  

--Doubted, not intentionally, its power.  Thought through my own delivery, through my passion, through my effort—if I worked hard enough.  It’s not about me.  I need to do all I can to deliver the Word most effectively, to shine my light—but if someone has a good and honest heart the word will work as long as I proclaim it.  And if they don’t, I might be able to convert them to me, but I’m not going to convert them to Christ.
The word of God is our only appeal.  We must never use gimmicks or physical appeals.
--We must never be a respecter of persons. (Jn. 4:7-14)  

Jesus was willing to save this woman (Samaritan, immoral, etc), as He is willing to save anyone who comes to Him today.

Acts 10:34-35  “Then Peter opened his mouth and said:"In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality. 35 But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him.”

We must mirror that by having an interest in the souls of all men.  Not just those we like.  Not just those who are smart, or attractive, or well-off.  Not just people who are like us, or that we are comfortable around, but everyone.

I am afraid that we sometimes have a preconceived idea of who wants to hear the message.  We look at some people and say, “Well, they wouldn’t want to hear.”

We’re like Samuel was when anointing David king.  Wouldn’t that person make a great Christian?  Maybe.  But that doesn’t mean we don’t proclaim Christ to this person over here who doesn’t seem like he’d be interested?  He or she just might be the one who is.
--Have Endurance

Always remember that not everyone we try to teach will listen.  Not everyone will be reached.  Only those with a good and honest heart will respond.  And sometimes we won’t even see the results of the ones we do reach.
1 Corinthians 3:6—We plant, someone else waters so God can give the increase.

This isn’t an excuse not to try.  This is not a call for a defeatist attitude, but a call not to lose heart.  If someone doesn’t respond, don’t give up!  Keep preaching.  Do not lose heart, you never know what could happen.  –Mr. Madrigal—Converted his whole family. 

II.  Right Attitude
--Practice what we preach.  
Rom. 2:21-23—They had a “do as I say, not as I do” mentality.  When we ask something of others that we are not willing to do ourselves, very rarely will they respond.

Great Debater—He could tell people what was wrong with them with a harshness and severity rarely seen.  Of course, it didn’t seem like it was in love—it was almost seemed like it was with pleasure he told people they were going to hell.  And then come to find out he was having an affair on his wife.  Later, he did it again.
Mt. 5: 13-16—We lose all of our influence, all of our light, we lose our flavor and are good for nothing if we proclaim Christ and then don’t live it in our own lives.  We must practice what we preach.

--Love the Sinner, Hate the Sin 

Love the sinner and hate the sin.  Not an “I will tell you” attitude or “you are going to hell” attitude.  Ephesians 4:15—“Speaking the truth in love.”—the context is being “like Christ.”  That’s what He did.  He spoke the truth—sometimes in severity, sometimes in tenderness, but always in love.  Always with the best interests of those to whom he spoke in mind.
We should want everyone to make it to heaven.  That’s what God wants:  2 Peter 3:9
It should break our heart that there are people who are going to go hell.  And if it really does, if we really care—we’ll be more effective.
--Be Zealous and Enthusiastic (Tit. 2:11-14).

When you’re excited about something, you want to share it with everybody.  You can’t wait to tell people about whatever it is.

We need to have a zeal according to knowledge.  Why shouldn’t we be excited?  We have the words of eternal life.  Shouldn’t we want to share that with everyone?

I believe in it.  I think I have the right expectations and the right attitude.  Why am I not acting?  2 Things that keep us from taking action.

III.  Take Action

--Be Prepared (1 Pet. 3:15)

No one is ever going to be interested in believing God’s Word if they ask us why we do what we do and we don’t know.  That’s just like the rest of the world—wandering through life doing what seems best at the time.  We have a purpose in life, based on what God wants us to do, and we must “be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks us a reason for the hope that is in us,” and that takes time and effort.  That takes study. 

We need to have a plan.  Sheets.  We need to have the knowledge to act.
Acts 8:34-35  “So the eunuch answered Philip and said, "I ask you, of whom does the prophet say this, of himself or of some other man?" 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him.”
--We see those opportunities.  Politics, church, current events, what you’re doing that weekend.  Don’t let the chance drop.  Act while you can.  Being prepared helps us with that.  

--Don’t be “Afraid” to Act—Can’t But Speak
What’s going to happen if I do this?  What’s going to happen if I don’t?  He or she could be lost!

Jeremiah 20:9  “Then I said, "I will not make mention of Him,
Nor speak anymore in His name."

But His word was in my heart like a burning fire 

Shut up in my bones;

I was weary of holding it back, And I could not.” 

Acts 4:20  “For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.”
What’s more important to us?  Our own comfort, or that person’s soul?  How much do we care about Christ, the souls of others, and the gospel message?
When was the last time you talked to someone about the gospel?
10. The time to begin is now.  There is urgency.  
Matthew 9:35-38  
The opportunity is there, but we need to be working now.  Not waiting.
John 4:34-36  “34 Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.  35 Do you not say, 'There are still four months and then comes the harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!” 
The time to start is now.  There are souls searching for the truth.  Wanting to know what to do to be right with God.  People with good and honest hearts.  We need to find them, and teach them, while there is still time.
We need to have the same urgency that Christ had.  We don’t know how much more time we have.  We don’t know how much more time they have.  We don’t know how much more time this world has.  Let us work while we can.  I can’t imagine what it would be like to know that someone wasn’t in heaven because I failed to act.  I waited.  I didn’t walk though the door.  We know what we need to do, now let’s do it.
598—“You never mentioned Him, to me.”

