How To Resist Propaganda
Ephesians 4:14-15 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head — Christ —

I. Be Willing To Question Your Beliefs And What You Are Told

“Similarly, to protect ourselves from persuasion, we can begin to question our own beliefs, thereby discovering the strengths and weaknesses of the position we hold.”

(Age of Propaganda, Anthony Prathanis & Elliot Aronson, p.213)
“The person who is easiest to persuade is the person whose beliefs are based on slogans that have never been seriously challenged.”

(Age of Propaganda, Anthony Prathanis & Elliot Aronson, p.213)
Proverbs 14:15 The simple believes every word, But the prudent considers well his steps

1 John 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 

1 Thessalonians 5:21 Test all things; hold fast what is good. 

II. Grow In Your Knowledge Of The Truth

“The person who is easiest to persuade is the person whose beliefs are based on slogans that have never been seriously challenged.”

(Age of Propaganda, Anthony Prathanis & Elliot Aronson, p.215)

“The result is an ignorance spiral—a cynical populace bombarded with more and more thoughtless propaganda that they have less and less skill and inclination to process and ability to understand. Adolf Hitler’s belief that the masses are ignorant thus becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy.”

(Age of Propaganda, Anthony Prathanis & Elliot Aronson, p.265)
Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for Me; Because you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children. 
2 Peter 3:18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.

1 Timothy 2:3-4 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

2 Timothy 2:14-17 Remind them of these things, charging them before the Lord not to strive about words to no profit, to the ruin of the hearers. 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 16 But shun profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness. 17 And their message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort,

III. Do Not Blindly Follow The Crowd
“if everyone else agrees, so should I.”

(Age of Propaganda, Anthony Prathanis & Elliot Aronson, p.252)
Exodus 23:2 You shall not follow a crowd to do evil; nor shall you testify in a dispute so as to turn aside after many to pervert justice. 

Matthew 7:13-14 "Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.  14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.

IV. Do Not Make Decisions Based On Your Emotions
“Its effect for the most part must be aimed at the emotions and only to a very limited degree at the so-called intellect.”

(Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf, p.180)

Proverbs 14:12 There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death. 

Proverbs 29:22 An angry man stirs up strife, And a furious man abounds in transgression. 
Ephesians 4:26-27 "Be angry, and do not sin": do not let the sun go down on your wrath, 27 nor give place to the devil. 

1 John 2:11 But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes. 
V. Teach Your Children The Truth

“Children below the age of eight…are highly persuaded by advertising.”

(Age of Propaganda, Anthony Prathanis & Elliot Aronson, p.206)
Proverbs 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he will not depart from it.

Deuteronomy 6:7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. 
Joel 1:3 Tell your children about it, Let your children tell their children, And their children another generation. 

Ephesians 6:4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.  
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