Faith Of Our Fathers
I. Jesus The Author And Finisher Of Our Faith

Hebrews 12:2-3 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls.

Isaiah 52:14 Just as many were astonished at you, So His visage was marred more than any man, And His form more than the sons of men; 

John 19:1 So then Pilate took Jesus and scourged Him.

John 19:16 Then he delivered Him to them to be crucified. Then they took Jesus and led Him away.

II. The First Persecution Of The Church

Acts 8:1 Now Saul was consenting to his death. At that time a great persecution arose against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.

Acts 8:3 As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering every house, and dragging off men and women, committing them to prison. 

Acts 22:4 I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering into prisons both men and women, 

Acts 26:10-11 This I also did in Jerusalem, and many of the saints I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against them.  11 And I punished them often in every synagogue and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly enraged against them, I persecuted them even to foreign cities.
III. The Suffering Of Paul The Apostle To The Gentiles

2 Corinthians 11:24-28 From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus one. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the deep; 26 in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 27 in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness —  28 besides the other things, what comes upon me daily: my deep concern for all the churches. 
IV. The Persecution Of Nero

1 Peter 4:16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter.

2 Timothy 3:12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.

Matthew 24:9-10 "Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name's sake.  10 And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another.

“To kill the rumors, Nero charged and tortured some people hated for their evil practices—the group popularly known as ‘Christians’. The founder of this sect, Christ, had been put to death by the governor of Judea, Pontius Pilate, when Tiberius was Emperor….
First those who confessed to being Christians were arrested. Then, on information obtained from them, hundreds were convicted, more for their anti-social beliefs than for fire-raising. In their deaths they were made a mockery. They were covered in the skins of wild animals, torn to death by dogs, crucified or set on fire—so that when darkness fell they burned like torches in the night. Nero opened up his own gardens for this spectacle and gave a show in the arena, where he mixed with the crowd, or stood dressed as a charioteer on a chariot. As a result, although they were guilty of being Christians and deserved death, people began to feel sorry for them. For they realized that they were being massacred not for the public good but to satisfy one man’s mania.”

(Tacitus, Annals 15.44)

V. The Persecutions Of Rome From A.D.96 To A.D. 313
Revelation 12:17 And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.
Revelation 13:7 It was granted to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them. And authority was given him over every tribe, tongue, and nation. 
Revelation 6:9-11 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held. 10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying,"How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?" 11 Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, was completed.

Revelation 2:10 Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 

IX. The Persecution Of The Anabaptists
“On March 7, 1526, it was decreed by the Zurich Council that whosoever rebaptized should be drowned.”

(H. C. Vedder, A Short History Of The Baptists, p.138)

“All Anabaptists and rebaptized persons, male or female, of mature age, shall be judged and brought from natural life to death, by fire, or sword or otherwise, as may befit the persons, without preceding trial by spiritual judges….We will also that all of their children according to Christian order, usage, and rite shall be baptized in their youth. Whoever shall despise this, and will not do it, in the belief that there should be no baptism of children, shall, if he persists in that course, be held to be an Anabaptist, and shall be subjected to our above-named constitution.”

(The Diet of Speyer, 1529)

“In Tyrol and Gorz, the number of executions in the year 1531 already reached one thousand; in Ensisheim, six hundred. At Linz, seventy-three were killed in six weeks. Duke William, of Bavaria, surpassing all others, issued the fearful decree to behead those who recanted, to burn those who refused to recant. Throughout the greater part of upper Germany the persecutions raged like a wild chase. The blood of these poor people flowed like water; so that they cried to the Lord for help. But hundreds of them, of all ages and both sexes, suffered the pangs of torture without a murmur, despised to buy their lives by recantation, and went to the place of execution joyful and singing Psalms.”

(Geshichte des Munsterischen Aufruhrs, Vol II. P.57, Cornelius)

“The general edict of Charles V. executed at Brussels, June 10, 1535, which commanded that all Anabaptist or re-baptizers and their abettors should be put to death by fire; those who sincerely repented and renounced their errors should be beheaded, and the women should be buried alive…by 1546 thirty thousand persons had been put to death for Anabaptism in Holland and Friesland alone.

(H. C. Vedder, A Short History Of The Baptists, p.188)

“In 1534 after the Act of Supremacy made Henry VIII the supreme head of the Church of England, he issued two proclamations against heretics, in which the Anabaptists were especially named. They were first warned to leave the kingdom within ten days and then severer measures were taken against them. …in this same year nineteen Dutch Anabaptists were arrested, and fourteen were burned.”
(H. C. Vedder, A Short History Of The Baptists, p.192)

“In 1589, Doctor Some wrote “A Godly Treatise,” in which he charged the Anabaptists with holding the following deadly errors:

     That the ministers of the gospel ought to be maintained by the voluntary contributions of the people;

     That the civil power has no right to make and impose ecclesiastical laws;

     That people ought to have the right of choosing their own ministers;

      That the high commiccion court was an anti-Christian usurpation;

      That those who are qualified to preach ought not to be hindered by the civil power;

(H. C. Vedder, A Short History Of The Baptists, p.196)

 “During the persecution, raised by Maximinus, numberless Christians were slain without trial, and buried indiscriminately in heaps, sometimes fifty or sixty being cast into a pit together, without the least decency.”             (Fox’s Book Of Martyrs, p.14)

“In Africa the persecution raged with peculiar violence; many thousands received the crown of martyrdom”                                              (Fox’s Book Of Martyrs, p.20)

“Trypho and Respicius, two eminent men, were seized as Christians, and imprisoned at Nice. Their feet were pierced with nails; they were dragged through the streets, scourged, torn with iron hooks, scorched with lighted torches, and at length beheaded, February 1, A.D. 251

(Fox’s Book Of Martyrs, p. 16)

“At Utica, a most terrible tragedy was exhibited: three hundred Christians were, by the orders of the proconsul, placed round a burning limekiln. A pan of coals and incense being prepared, they were commanded either to sacrifice to Jupiter, or to be thrown into the kiln. Unanimously refusing, they bravely jumped into the pit, and were immediately suffocated.”

(Fox’s Book Of Martyrs, p.21)

“In the year of Christ 286, a most remarkable affair occurred; a legion of soldiers, consisting of six thousand six hundred and sixty six men, contained none but Christians. This legion was call the Theban Legion, because the men had been raised in Thebias: they were quartered in the east until the emperor Maximian ordered them to march to Gaul…..each individual of the Theban Legion absolutely refused either to sacrifice or take the oaths prescribed….he commanded that the whole legion should be put to death, which was accordingly executed by the other troops, who cut them to pieces with their swords, September 22, 286.”

(Fox’s Book Of Martyrs, p. 23)
VI. The Roman Catholic Inquisition
“When the person impeached is condemned, he is either severely whipped, violently tortured, sent to the galleys, or sentenced to death.”       (Fox’s Book Of Martyrs, p.61)

“The inquisitors allow the torture to be used only three times, but during those times it is so severely inflicted, that the prisoner either dies under it, or continues always after a cripple.”

(Fox’s Book Of Martyrs, p. 63)

VII. The Bartholomew Massacre In France August 22, 1572

“This horrid butchery was not confined merely to the city of Paris. The like orders were issued from court to the governors of all the provinces in France; so that, in a week’s time, about one hundred thousand Protestants were cut to pieces in different parts of the kingdom.”             (Fox’s Book Of Martyrs, p.51)
VIII. The Death Of William Tyndale

“Brought forth to the place of execution, he was tied to the stake, strangled by the hangman, and afterwards consumed with fire, at the town of Vilvorde, A.D. 1536; crying at the stake with a fervent zeal, and a loud voice, “Lord! Open the king of England’s eyes”

(Fox’s Book Of Martyrs, p.184)
