How Do We Do The Will Of The Father In Heaven?
Matthew 7:21 Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.

I. Do Not Substitute The Will Of Man For The Will Of God

Matthew 7:15 "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. 
Titus 1:14 not giving heed to Jewish fables and commandments of men who turn from the truth.

Matthew 15:9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.'" 
Colossians 2:8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ.

“We need services that connect with the outsiders and draw them to Jesus. That means using a style which relates to them, including contemporary music, special singing groups, and dramatic skits. We simply can’t allow our old hang-ups to prevent us form experiencing more meaningful worship.”                 (Jack Reese, Worship In Transition, Image Sept. 1993, p. 13)
Matthew 15:14 Let them alone. They are blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind leads the blind, both will fall into a ditch." 
II. Do The Will Of The Father By Understanding The Will  Of God

Ephesians 5:17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 

Ephesians 5:10 finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. 

Ephesians 3:3-4 how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly written already, 4 by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), 
Matthew 7:22-23 Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?'  23 And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!' 
"Some of the ways we have been content to look at Scripture just don't work in our current world."     (The New Hermeneutic, Denny Boultinghous, p.29, Image, Vol.6, no.2)
III. Do The Will Of God Specifically

2 Kings 5:10-13 And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, "Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored to you, and you shall be clean." 11 But Naaman became furious, and went away and said, "Indeed, I said to myself, 'He will surely come out to me, and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God, and wave his hand over the place, and heal the leprosy.' 12 Are not the Abanah and the Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?" So he turned and went away in a rage. 

Deuteronomy 4:2 You shall not add to the word which I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you. 
“The absence of women in visible positions of leadership in congregational life in Churches of Christ seems hopelessly restrictive and antiquated. It is out of step with the whole drift of the times and we can reasonably expect that certain attempts will be made to correct the situations.”

(Allan J. McNicol, Feminism, Paul, And The Church, Wineskins, vol. 2, #1, p. 15)
1 Timothy 2:12-14 And I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man, but to be in silence. 13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve. 14 And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression.

IV. Do The Will Of God Totally

1 Samuel 15:3 Now go and attack Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and do not spare them. But kill both man and woman, infant and nursing child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.'" 

1 Samuel 15:13-15 Then Samuel went to Saul, and Saul said to him, "Blessed are you of the LORD! I have performed the commandment of the LORD." 14 But Samuel said, "What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?" 15 And Saul said, "They have brought them from the Amalekites; for the people spared the best of the sheep and the oxen, to sacrifice to the LORD your God; and the rest we have utterly destroyed." 

1 Samuel 15:22-23 So Samuel said: "Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, He also has rejected you from being king." 
“You are excluding an awful lot of folks from being your elders by a very legalistic interpretation of what Paul wrote…You are cutting off openings for your younger brighter folks coming along who are in touch with the culture and who are very gifted, able people.”

(Lyle Schaller, Wineskins, vol. 2 #1, p.11)

1 Timothy 3:2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach;

V. Do The Will Of God By Faith, Love, And Fear

Hebrews 11:8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 
Galatians 5:6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but faith working through love. 

John 14:15 "If you love Me, keep My commandments.  

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, For this is man's all. 14 For God will bring every work into judgment, Including every secret thing, Whether good or evil.
“why people don’t invade our assemblies to be brow-beaten by guilt-based, negative sermons…The differing views of baptism, instrumental music, the role of women, grace, biblical interpretation, etc. were ridiculed.” (J. Kevin Haugh, “Change”, Image Magazine, p. 8)[image: image1.png]



