Walking And Living By Faith
2 Corinthians 5:7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.
Romans 1:17 "The just shall live by faith."

Galatians 5:25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

     When the scriptures speak of being led by the Spirit, or living in the Spirit, or walking in the Spirit, some brethren feel almost uncomfortable and afraid to speak in such ways for fear of sounding charismatic. 

     It is true that the charismatic movement has false teachings on the operation of the Holy Spirit, which need to be refuted with scripture. To every action there is a reaction. This principle makes very good physics, but it makes very poor religion. We must be careful that our beliefs on the Holy Spirit is not merely a reaction to the charismatic movement, rather than a response from scripture.
     The scriptures clearly teach that we are to live in the Spirit, walk in the Spirit, and be led by the Spirit. The big question is how are we led by the Holy Spirit. Unfortunately, some teach we have a direct operation of the Holy Spirit separate and apart from the word of God. To properly understand this subject, let us look into the Holy Spirit given word of God.

2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,
2 Peter 1:21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.
Romans 10:17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
      All scripture, the word of God, is given by God from the Father, through the mediator, Jesus Christ, by the Holy Spirit to the apostles and prophets. They wrote it down. We can read it and understand it. It is only through the Holy Spirit given word of God that faith can be produced in the heart of anyone. Without the seed there is no plant. Without the word there is no faith and without faith there is no Christian.

     To live and walk by faith is describing a life style that is controlled by your faith. It is not describing a few moments of point action, but a linear life style that is all consuming in every action. To live by faith is the same as to live in the Spirit. To walk by faith is the same as to walk in the Spirit. They are the same thing said different ways. It is the Holy Spirit given word that produces the faith that we walk and live by. So yes we are led by the Spirit, when we let our faith motivate us to follow the word of God.
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