Thoughts About God’s Word

Luke 22:24-Now there was also a dispute among themselves, which of them should be considered the greatest.

      Competition is a natural part of our life. We all enjoy sports and games where the goal is to win. We live in a country where competition is the driving force of our economy. However, in the kingdom of God we are not in competition with each other. Competition in the church creates pride and envy in the hearts of brethren that always leads to strife. 

     How many people attend where you preach? How many meetings do you hold in a year? Unintentionally, questions like these can create a mindset of competition between preachers or congregations. The spiritual strength of a congregation is not determined by how many people attend there. The faithfulness of ministers, elders, and teachers is not determined by the number of people in attendance, the size of your building, the size of your contribution, or how many meetings a preacher may hold each year.

     Unfortunately there are some in the Body of Christ who see the Church as a corporate ladder waiting to be climbed. Their actions are structured around their own personal advancement in reputation, income, or perceived positions of influence in the Kingdom.  When there is competition between brethren, there is pride and envy. Where there is pride and envy, there will be strife.
     There is no room for selfish ambition, envy, and competition in the Kingdom. We are all to humbly work together in the vineyard bringing in the harvest to the best of  our ability to the glory of God.
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