The Sins Of Omission
James 4:17 Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin. 

      Whenever people think about what is sin, the majority of people seem to only think about the sins of commission. A sin of commission is when you do something you are commanded by God not to do. Most of the ten commandments at the core of the law of Moses begin with the phrase “you shall not.” It is very easy to go down the ten commandments and feel good about yourself because you are not doing any of the things God forbids. However, there is a whole other category of sins that is often overlooked and yet these sins will condemn you to hell just as easily as any sins of commission. The sins I am referring to are the sins of omission.
     In the story of Lazarus and the rich man in Luke 16, the rich man ends up in Hades. I ask you, what sins did he commit? Was he a drunkard? Was he an adulterer? The only thing we can find in the text is what he did not do. He did not help Lazarus even though he had ability to help and opportunity to help. In the parable of the talents, why is the man who received one talent condemned by our Lord to hell? The answer is because he did nothing with what was given to him. In the parable of the good Samaritan the priest and the Levite sinned when they passed by on the other side. All of these lessons are trying to teach us about the seriousness of the sins of omission. All you have to do to go to hell is nothing.
      James 1:27  Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.

Galatians 6:10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith. 

      In these verses again we see there is more to Christianity than keeping ourselves from doing wrong. There are actions we are expected to be doing. When we have the ability to help and the opportunity to help, we have the responsibility to help. Use your abilities. Do not pass by on the other side of those in need. Hear their cries and take time out to do good to all, but especially to those who are your fellow Christians.
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