The Development of The New Testament

Ephesians 3:3-4 how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly written already, 4 by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), NKJV

The Apostles and prophets knew they were receiving revelation from God immediately as they received it. 

Colossians 4:16 Now when this epistle is read among you, see that it is read also in the church of the Laodiceans, and that you likewise read the epistle from Laodicea. NKJV

This revelation was read to the congregations, copies of the revelation was made by scribes and sent to other congregations. Over about fifty years the New Testament was received from God and compiled into what we call our Bible today.

2 Timothy 4:13 Bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas when you come — and the books, especially the parchments. 
2 Timothy is the last revelation received and written by the Apostle Paul before he died. In this letter we see him urgently telling Timothy to bring the books and especially the parchments when he came. Please realize these books and parchments are probably what we call the New Testament. This is very good internal evidence that shows the development of the New Testament at this time.
2 Peter 3:16 as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures. 
2 Peter and 2 Timothy were written at about the same time. 2 Peter shows that the epistles of Paul were well known by congregations scattered across the Romans empire and that these epistles were understood by all to be scriptures. Again this is internal evidence showing the development of the New Testament at this time.
The word of God was understood to be revelation from God at the time it was received by the Apostles and prophets not two centuries in the future.                                          WBF         
