Pursuing Peace

Hebrews 12:14 Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord: 
     Peace does not just happen by chance. Pursuing peace is something that takes a great deal of effort to attain and maintain. 

Romans 12:18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.
     The beginning point of pursuing peace is yourself. The only person you have the ability to control is yourself. We can influence others, but we can only control ourselves. In all situations we must consider the consequences of our words and actions. Let our words and our actions be for the purpose of peace.
Colossians 4:6 Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one.

     When we speak to others we should always speak with respect and courtesy. Always speak the truth in love. Think about your words before you speak to make sure you are saying the right words at the right time. Let your words be words that build up and pursue peace rather than words that tear down and cause strife.
Hebrews 12:15 looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled; 
      To maintain peace in a family or a congregation we must be careful not to allow a root of bitterness to spring us in us and cause trouble. The danger of bitterness is that it is very infectious. Have you ever had a day where all was going well and you were in a good mood only to have someone in a bad bitter mood ruin your day with their bitter words or actions? They stole your joy from you with their bitterness. Do not let other people who are struggling with bitterness infect you with their bitterness where you now will infect other people whom you come in contact with.
Proverbs 19:11 The discretion of a man makes him slow to anger, And his glory is to overlook a transgression. 

     Passing over the transgressions of others is a major requirement for pursuing peace. We are going to be sinned against sometimes by others. We can allow the evil to overcome us or we can overcome evil with good. Passing over the transgressions of others is actually for our benefit so we will not become infected with bitterness and thus be able to continue to pursue peace. As you pursue peace in your life, I pray you may attain and maitain peace.
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