Preventing Strife In The Local Congregation
Strife Caused By Pride

Proverbs 28:25   He that is of a proud heart stirs up strife: 

Proverbs 13:10   Only by pride comes contention: 

     Unfortunately, many of the divisions in congregations are caused from strife produced from pride. Many times divisions are nothing more than power struggles about who is going to be in control of a congregation. When we speak about pride we are talking about self centeredness, selfishness, and being self willed. 
James 3:16 For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there. 

      Many years ago when I was about to begin my first work as a young preacher, my father gave me some advice that I will always remember. My father said, “when you get into the business meetings don’t say anything.” He further explained to me how often strife is caused by pride in business meetings. Unfortunately, some brethren have the attitude, my way or the highway. If things are not done the way they want them done then they get upset and start stirring strife to try and get their way.

Philippians 2:3 [Let] nothing [be done] through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. 

    One of the obvious ways to avoid strife in congregations is to empty the pride out of our hearts and work to become lowly and humble in our hearts. 

Philippians 2:4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 

     With humility in our hearts, rather than making sure that we have everything our way, we take our focus off ourselves and look to the needs and concerns of others. Imagine a congregation where every member is looking out not only for his own interests but for the interests of others. Imagine a congregation where all the members are humble and lowly in their relationships with each other. Imagine a congregation where all our thoughts are how may I serve you. A congregation where the members are humble in their relationship with each other is a congregation where peace and unity dwell.
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