Preventing Strife In The Local Congregation-Part 2
Strife Caused By Anger

Proverbs 6:16-19 these six things the LORD hates, Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: …. And one who sows discord among brethren. 
     One of the main causes of discord among people and brethren in congregations is anger. 
Proverbs 29:22   An angry man stirs up strife, and a furious man abounds in transgression. 
     In a fit of anger, wrath, or bitterness people often say and do things that are extremely hurtful and destructive. 

Ephesians 4:26-27 "Be angry, and do not sin": do not let the sun go down on your wrath, 27 nor give place to the devil.
    Anger is when our temper flares up quickly and can also go out quickly. Wrath is fermented anger that has simmered and grown stronger and deeper with time. Wrath that has not been put out can often lead to bitterness and even hatred. Satan is fully aware of how weak and easily overcome we are when our emotions are stirred up into anger and wrath. That is why he tempts us to sin in our words and actions while in such an emotional state.

James 1:20 for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God.
    If we are in a state of anger or wrath we must realize that our actions or words are not going to be righteous and good, but rather destructive and hurtful. For this reason the best thing to say and do while in such a state of mind is nothing. 
Proverbs 15:18   A wrathful man stirs up strife: but [he that is] slow to anger appeases strife. 
Proverbs 19:11  The discretion of a man defers his anger; and [it is] his glory to pass over a transgression 
    As soon as you sense the emotion of anger welling up in you, start working to put the fire out. Grow in your ability to be slow to wrath and learn to pass over the transgression. We are able to put off anger, wrath, and bitterness. We can repent and change.
Hebrews 12:15 looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled;
     Finally, be careful that you do not get caught up in or infected with someone else’s bitterness.  The fires of anger, wrath, and bitterness are able to burn down people, families, and even congregations.
Proverbs 15:1 A soft answer turns away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger.
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