Lessons From Job
      Job is one of the greatest books of the Old Testament. Contained within this amazing book is some of the most important lessons on the subject of suffering that you will find in the word of God. 

Job 1:12 And the LORD said to Satan, "Behold, all that he has is in your power; only do not lay a hand on his person." So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD. 

    One of the major lessons from Job is that  free will is at the heart of suffering. God chose to create mankind, angels, and even Satan with free will. We can choose to do good or we can choose to do evil. Satan has chosen to do evil completely. God allows we human beings free will to do what we choose to do to our fellow human beings. God allowed Satan to do what he did to Job.
1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it. 
    God allows Satan to tempt us and even cause suffering in our life. God knew the strength of Job’s faith and God knows your strength as well. He will not allow us to be tempted beyond what we are able to bear.

Job 2:9 Then his wife said to him, "Do you still hold fast to your integrity? Curse God and die!" 
     One of Satan’s favorite lies is that God is the one who is behind our suffering. Yet in the book of Job we see that it was Satan who was truly behind all the suffering of Job. 

James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.
     The fact that God does and has punished people for their sins is taught many times in the scriptures. However, the idea that God does evil to people for no reason other than to just be mean to them is totally false. God is the source of every thing that is a perfect blessing in our lives. God is not like a shifting shadow. He is unchanging and always the same yesterday, today, and forever. His love, grace, and mercy is unchanging. 

     If a man chooses to do evil to anyone, that does not make God evil because He allowed us the free will to choose to do the evil. If Satan chooses to do evil to anyone, that does not make God evil either. So the first lesson from the book of Job is realizing the source of suffering and temptations is Satan. Do not let suffering in your life cause you to become angry at God and turn from Him. Instead remember the example of Job and turn to God in your time of trial.
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