In Everything Give Thanks-Part 3
1 Thessalonians 5:17-18 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

In our last bulletins we have been counting our physical blessings that our God showers upon us daily that we may in turn be thankful for them in our prayers. From our lives, our food, clothing, and shelter to our families, all these physical blessings are from God. These physical blessings are wonderful, however, physical blessings come to everyone. The rain falls on the just and the unjust. There is another type of blessing that comes only upon those who are in Christ. These are called spiritual blessings.

Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,
There are many different spiritual blessings. As we did with the physical blessings, lets now do with the spiritual blessings. Lets name them one by one.

Ephesians 1:7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace
The first spiritual blessing that makes all the others possible is the forgiveness of our sins. In order for us to enjoy any of these spiritual blessings, Christ had to die to pay the price for our sins. God was willing to give His son to die for us, and Christ was willing to die for us because of the great love with which they love us. Through Christ crucified and the power of His blood we have been purchased or redeemed from Satan, sin, and death. The price for sin was paid. Through the blood of Christ every sin that will ever be forgiven, will be forgiven. With my sins forgiven, I can now have peace between myself and God. I can be reconciled to God and now enjoy all the other spiritual blessings.

1 John 5:14-15 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him. 
The privilege of prayer is an awesome spiritual blessing. Being allowed to approach the throne of the creator of the universe and cast our needs, our cares, our fears, and concerns before Him is enjoyed by us, because we are in Him. Again, through Christ crucified we are allowed to pray to God. Prayer is the most powerful thing there is in this world, because God is all powerful and it is through our prayers that our God acts in our lives and this world.
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