Be Ready To Give A Defense For The Hope In You

1 Peter 3:15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;
     Over the years I have been here, I’m sure you have figured out how important it is to me for you to know why you believe what you believe. For years I struggled with my life as a Christian until one day I was asked why I believe in God. I could not give an answer. At that time it finally dawned on me that my faith was more in my parents and the culture I was raised in that in God. It is from this experience that I coined the phrase, cultural Christian. That day I promised myself that never would I believe anything for which I could not explain why I believed it and I began searching for the truth. Almost all of the teaching and preaching that I do is for the express purpose of helping others come to point of having their own personal faith and knowing why you believe what you believe.

Romans 10:17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

     I do not want anyone to believe what they believe simply because they like or trust me with the idea that Wayne said it so it must be true. Our religion must be more than trust in a preacher, or a teacher, or our parents, or our family, or our culture. Our religion and faith must be based in truth alone. 

     There is going to come many times in our lives when we come in contact with others who do not believe as we do about God, the Bible, Jesus Christ, the Church, or Christianity. We must be ready always to give an answer for the reason we believe what we believe about anything we believe.

    This all being said, can you explain why you believe in God? Can you explain why you believe the Bible is the inspired word of God? Can you explain why you believe Jesus is the Christ, the son of God? Can you explain why you believe what you believe about how to become a Christian? If you can not explain why you believe what you believe then you have some work to do. It is time to begin your search for the truth as to why you believe everything you believe. 

     Faith that is based in family or culture is not Christianity. When your faith is based in the truth of the word of God and you know exactly why you believe what you believe, this kind of faith will change your heart and your life.

     Finally when you do explain to others why you believe what you believe, do so with meekness and respect. How you say what you say, is what people hear first. So speak the truth in love and hopefully the truth of the word of God will bring others to the point of their own personal faith.

    WBF
